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TT No.253: Dean McClean: Tuesday 8th May 2007. Liverpool Challenge Cup Final 

2007: Marine Res. v Waterloo Dock; Venue: County FA ground; Res: 0-1; 

Admission: £1 (including 16pp programme); Att: c.250; FGIF Match Rating: 2*. 

Cup Finals can often be tight and tense affairs settled by an outstanding goal or an 

awful mistake. This match was certainly tight but lacked the usual intensity of a 

Cup Final, especially between two teams from Liverpool.  

Located on the A580 East Lancs Road on the outskirts of Liverpool City, the County 

FA ground is easy to find by way of a sign. The ground is on your right-hand side 

over the central reservation.   

The venue is a smart complex that incorporates two main pitches that are identical 

and run parallel to one another, whilst an all-weather pitch is located to your left 

as you enter. A large Sports Centre is also within the complex. The main pitch that 

is regularly used for Senior Cup Finals is the one closest to the Sports Centre. It is 

fully railed off with hard standing available on most parts of the ground, whilst a 

covered terrace straddling the halfway line provides shelter from the elements and 

offers a good vantage point to watch play. The pitch is in immaculate condition. 

Despite the urban location of the venue, it has a semi-rural feel as it is surrounded 

by trees and fields in and outside the perimeter fence.   

A dour game was won by a late goal from Waterloo Dock much to relief of the 

majority of the crowd I am sure! Marine just couldn't get to grips with Waterloo 

Dock's high lined off-side trap, as they were caught out by it at least twenty times! 

Tony Adams and Steve Bould would have been proud had they been in attendance.  

Sometime ago the prospect of watching a reserve side would have put me off 

completely but I have mellowed since and draconian rules followed by others 

merely restrict you watching of football and I believe that Football is Football, 

whatever level it is played and I thoroughly enjoyed my trip to Liverpool tonight. 
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