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TT No.264: Stephen Harris - Tuesday 15 May 2007; Combined Counties League 

Division 1; Warlingham 2-2 Farnham Town. Attendance: c.90; Admission: £2; 

Programme issued; FGIF Match Rating: 4*. 

I had thought that my English season was over, allowing me to concentrate on 

cricket and foreign football over the summer, but I was tempted to this game last 

night for a chance to see the protracted Combined Counties Division 1 reach a 

conclusion. And what an evening of drama it proved to be, with Farnham Town 

clinching the divisional championship right at the end. 

Warlingham play at the Verdayne Sports Ground, which is very close to the home 

ground of Farleigh Rovers where Horley Town were the visitors in the evening’s 

other crucial fixture. The 403 bus from Croydon had spectators from both games 

on both outward and return journeys, allowing for much interesting match 

analysis. The Verdayne is a rather basic sports ground with just a single football 

pitch marked out. Tall trees and hedgerows provide an attractive backdrop, with 

horse paddocks beyond. Set well behind the near goal is a small pavilion, which 

provides refreshment facilities, toilets and dressing rooms and the club has a 

proper clubhouse off-site which we did not have time to visit. The front of this 

pavilion has a small overhang, but luckily the threatened rain did not materialise. 

The pitch itself is simply roped-off and there is a narrow strip of gravel hard-

standing along one side, where two removable trainers’ benches are positioned on 

match days. 

In front of a decent-sized crowd of around 90 – which, excellently, included a 

Farnham Town supporter brandishing a foil-covered, cardboard, cut-out trophy – 

the game started at a high tempo. The away side looked to be dominant, scoring 

from a tight angle after 10 minutes and getting another goal immediately after, 

before the home keeper retired injured. Unexpectedly, we now entered a long 

period of Warlingham dominance and the home team eventually drew level. 

Tensions mounted and a player from each side was red-carded, before a penalty 

was awarded to the home side. In the excitement to take the kick, the referee was 

accidentally tripped up and he too had to retire injured. The penalty was saved 

and both sides had further chances to score before the game ended a draw in the 

gathering gloom. Seconds later, news filtered through that Horley had also drawn, 

confirming Farnham as champions. Phew, high drama indeed. 

Admission was by match programme purchased at the tea bar. There were 

nowhere near enough of these to go around, but for once I arrived in time to get 

my hands on a copy.  Not a bad effort, originally printed in January but updated 

with line-ups, league table and recent results. 
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