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TT No.34: Andy Molden - Sat 30th September 2006; Newport Civil Service 3-2 

Undy Athletic; Gwent County League Division 1. 

Newport CS are new to the top Division of the Gwent League this season, so league 

rules state that they must issue a proggie. This of course puts the club to the top 

of the paper-chasers hit list. 

The Civil Service club is in Shannon Road, Bettws, not the Bettws of Welsh League 

but another one near Newport. Leave the M4 at Junction 25, the one just after the 

tunnel, head north on the A4051 (past Albion Rovers ground), then bear left for 

Bettws, then right by a petrol garage and right again into Shannon Road. It is only 

half a mile from the motorway. 

On arriving at the ground two hours before kick-off, we found quite a throng of 

people already present and the Civil Service Club up and running. Un-beknown to 

us the ground is also the home to Newport Saracens who are in Division One East of 

Welsh Rugby Union System and on the day of our visit they were playing Pontypool! 

This explained the number of people already at the ground. 

The rugby kicks-off at 2.30pm, and by 1.45pm the bar was full with people not 

attending the football. By chance I spotted a chap holding a few sheets of paper 

with Newport Civil Service written on them, these turned out to be the usual 4-

page folded sheet which is common in the Gwent League to abide with league 

rules. The rugby club produced a glossy issue for their game. 

Refreshments are available in the bar, including large baguettes at only £1 each. 

The football pitch, railed off with dug-outs runs next to the rugby pitch, though a 

fence has been put between the two, only fifteen or so yards separate both 

pitches. 

The football match actually kicked-off a few minutes early, and was an end to end 

affair. Both teams wanted to attack. Half-time saw a 2-2 score-line which was just 

about right. The second half did not live up to the first and the homesters just 

nicked the game 3-2. They are currently top of the league.  

The attendance was 44 (headcount) compared with 500 or 600 hundred for the 

rugby. The ground has two car parks, but both were full when the football kicked 

off, if you are thinking of going to the ground don't arrive 5 minutes before kick-off 

and expect to park if there is a rugby match. 

Plans on the clubhouse wall showed that club hope to slightly re-align the pitches 

in the near future so they are not quite so close to each other. It transpired that 

the rugby team had sold their previous ground for a large sum of money and were 

hoping to develop the Civil Service ground. A Pontypool fan also told us that 

Saracens were paying their players silly money, though Pontypool had just lost 11-

9! One player was six foot seven and weighed 22 stone! 



As stated earlier, you have to issue in the top division of the Gwent League. Clubs 

new to the league in Division Three also have to issue; I have been informed that 

both Malpass Gladiators and Underwood Social new this term are issuing. I know 

that Sebastopal, Rogerstone and Crickhowell in the lower divisions, have issued in 

the last year or so. Monmouth Town new to the top division this term issued an all 

colour (all singing, all dancing) programme for just £1 at every home game. They 

play on the ground with a stand which you can see from the A40 - Monmouth by-

pass.   
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