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TT No.38: Mike Latham - Tues 3 October 2006. West Midlands Premier League: 

Ellesmere Rangers 1-3 Gornal Athletic. Attendance: 102; Admission: £3; 28pp-

programme: £1; FGIF Match Rating: 3*. 

Fellow travellers had reported back from trips to Ellesmere that here was a very 

friendly and progressive club so, on a mild but damp evening, a trip down 

darkened roads past Whitchurch and into deepest Shropshire was filled with 

anticipation.  

The reports were spot-on. The Beech Grove ground of Ellesmere is located just off 

the Oswestry road leading out of the small-town centre in a residential area. Two 

extremely pleasant club officials collected a modest £3 admission money at the 

entrance to the ground, another helped with car-parking once inside. Recognised 

as a traveller at first sight, they all enquired if I had a pleasant journey, wished 

me an enjoyable match and later came around with a visitors’ book to sign, 

something they have had running for the last three years.  

Rangers are a club on the up despite not paying a penny to players. They won 

promotion to the Premier League for this season and are holding their own in a 

very competitive and, certainly on evidence of the games I have witnessed, 

physical competition.  

Run by an energetic and ambitious committee Rangers have to meet strict 

guidelines for ground improvements to match their rise in status and the small club 

house, which houses the dressing rooms and tea bar had plans pinned up on the 

wall for the proposed new stand that it is hoped will be erected before Christmas.  

The tea bar was excellent with hot drinks served in pot mugs and a mouth-

watering range of hot pies while a small club shop sold an impressive array of 

clothing and other souvenirs. The programme was a good effort with astonishingly 

candid comments from the manager, who admitted his tactics were to blame for a 

recent 4-1 home defeat. The tannoy-system was slick and informative before the 

game and all goal-scorers and substitutions were clearly described during the 

evening.  

The pitch is flat and well grassed and surrounded by hard standing and a neat post 

and rail fence. Tree-lined on one side, with an imposing oak tree on the halfway 

line, there are several other pitches as part of the complex and the eight 

floodlight towers, four on each side, gave a good illumination. There is no covered 

accommodation at the moment but this should soon be rectified.  

Once word got around that a traveller was in their midst several club officials 

came across to have a friendly word and the trainer, a charming gentleman of 

mature years, was engaging company. The game was physical and well contested 

in a good spirit and though the home side scored first they struggled to contain an 



impressively strong and well organised visiting team whose victory was well 

deserved.  

Clearly a club with a good infrastructure and deep roots in the local community, 

Ellesmere is an uplifting place to visit and on a fine autumnal afternoon their 

facilities would be shown off to even greater advantage. As a sign of the club’s 

organisation they have a good website, surely a must for any club at this level. By 

the way, their near rivals, Shawbury United, also have an excellent web-site with 

detailed directions to all the grounds in a league that is well worth seeking out. 

Highly recommended.  
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