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TT No.41: Dean McClean - Sat 7th October 2006. FAV 1st Round: Friar Lane Old 

Boys & Epworth v Carlton Town 0-4; Att: 100ish; 24pp Programme: £1; Admission: 

£4; FGIF Match Rating: 4*. 

Having had two promotions in as many seasons, from Leicestershire Senior League 

to Midland Alliance, Friar Lane & Epworth are the new boys on the block for many 

groundhoppers who circulate at step five and above. So after diligently scanning 

TFT on Friday, my traveller friend and I came to an executive decision to head 

south to Leicestershire.  

As mentioned above Friar Lane have had an excellent, last few, seasons, 

culminating in the reaching the Midland Alliance. Formed in 2004 after an 

amalgamation of Friar Lane Old Boys & Epworth FC, Friar Lane OBs were originally 

formed in 1911 as Friar Lane Baptist Church. The club is enjoying its most 

successful period since the late 60s and 70s, when they were winners of the Leics. 

Senior League on no less than seven times and appeared in two FA Vase Semi-

Finals; losing to Hoddesdon in 1975 and Stamford a year later-both of which were 

over two legs.  

The ground was easily reached in less than 3 hours from sunny Lancashire. Exit the 

M1 at J21 and take the Leicester Ring Road (South & East), upon reaching the Pork 

Pie Roundabout take the B5366 (City Centre), turn right into Copinger Road, and 

left into Whittier Road and the football ground is on your right.   

With rapid promotions the club has had to upgrade its ground accordingly and for 

the most part it has done this very well. New hard-standing around the ground, 

along with new perimeter fencing has clearly been added quite recently. Upon 

entering the ground car park, the social club is situated around 50 yards from the 

playing area. A rather rudimentary building but none the less a gathering place for 

the FLOB faithful. After a warm welcome was proffered by the cheery gate-man, 

who happily accepted our £4 and cheerily dispensed our programmes, the tea room 

was promptly visited for a cup of tea and pie. As well as the afore-mentioned, the 

usual football ground tucker was sold. Straddling the half-way line is the dressing 

rooms-cum-main stand where covered accommodation for around 200 souls is 

available. Further along the touchline, covered accommodation is provided in the 

form of scaffolding and wood panels.  

An unfortunate occurrence in the non-league football I have seen this season is the 

continual vile and disgusting language used by players’ and managers’ alike. So, it 

was with great happiness that I can report that nothing of the sort happened on my 

trip here. The game was played in an excellent spirit through-out with both teams 

trying to play attractive, passing football. After an even first half, Carlton lead 1-0 

at the break thanks to a well despatched penalty. In the second half they 

completely dominated, scoring three quick goals and even a last-minute penalty 

for the home side was kept out.  



An excellent day was had by all.  

The best aspect of the day was that the match didn’t go to extra-time or we 

would’ve had to consider leaving early, surely a cardinal sin of groundhopping.  

Canine Friendly Rating: 3*. 
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