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TT No.5: Paul Roth - Sat 5th August 2006; Swansea City vs. Cheltenham Town; 

Football League Div. 1; Entry: £15; Programme: £3 - 72 pages; Res: 1-2; Att: 

15199. 

The first match of my season took me yesterday down to South Wales to visit the 

Liberty stadium, the new home of Swansea City FC. I was up and about before the 

alarm went off at 5.am and after six hours of train travel arrived in the city at 

12.45 pm.!  

When we visited the old Vetch back in 1982 all I can recall of that day was that the 

game was awful (0-1 vs. Blackburn) and having a bet on a horse called 

Hellcatmudwrestler! It actually won. The city itself I cannot remember a thing 

about, and walking around in the humidity yesterday afternoon didn't bring back 

any memories either. A stroll down Wind Street towards the Marina is a pleasant 

one, but coming back into the main centre not quite so. Of course, I was 

wandering about ticking off some of those GBG listed pubs which actually is quite a 

good way of getting to know a town or area, unless of course, too much is imbibed 

and it is all forgotten the next day!  

After my sojourn in the city centre, I walked the two miles or so out to the Liberty 

Stadium but, on a less pleasant day, loads of buses will take you there. There is a 

huge chippie across the road from the ground and is probably a cheaper bet than 

buying food inside the stadium but as it was packed to the gunwales I didn't 

bother. Likewise, a Chef and Brewer in the corner of the large car park.  

After purchasing an excellent 72-age programme for £3 (I am still reading it), I 

entered the arena. From both the outside and right inside, this is a fabulous new 

facility and will be used for Rugby as well as International football. It's the bit in 

the middle that I didn't like. All these new grounds, or at least the ones I have 

been to, are soulless places under the seating areas where people queue up to be 

ripped off when buying their Colas and Beef-burgers. A little bit of imagination, a 

lick of paint and a curry stall would do wonders to brighten these areas up!  

My day had been planned and bought on the internet, from my train tickets (£12 

singles each way) to my match tickets. Streetmap had provided me with the 

locations of my pubs and I had e-mailed the TIC to ask about buses, although as I 

have already stated, I didn't use them. Imagine my dismay then when my row and 

seat printed on my ticket didn't exist. I was surprised to find that my seat was 

actually in the disabled and wheelchair user’s area! The lady next to me rightly 

enquired "You do not look disabled to me". But, yes, this was the correct seat. I 

had a most fantastic view, as you can imagine, from this balcony position and, as 

the afternoon wore on, I got to know my fellow supporters and saw at first-hand 

what people and their able-bodied love ones go through everyday just to carry on a 

normal life.   



The game was very entertaining, especially the last 25 mins or so, as the home 

team battled valiantly to get a point after going 2-0 behind early in the second 

half. Cheltenham were very organised and thoroughly deserved their win this 

afternoon. I am certain though that the "Swans" will be there or there abouts come 

the end of season. If the visitors can remain as organised as this all term then back 

to back promotions may not be out of the question.  

After the final whistle I walked back into the City again and caught my train back 

to London, finally arriving home in Margate at 1.am, 20 hours after leaving.  

A super start to the 2006/07 season but too long a day. 

FGIF rating 5*. Train-travel day = 21888 steps. 
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