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TT No.68: Andrew Gallon - Tues 14th November 2006; Desborough Town v 

Wellingborough T; UCL League Cup 2nd Rd; Res: 4-0; Att: 100 (est.); Admission: 

£3.60; Programme: 50p (28pp); FGIF match rating: ** (poor).  

It takes two teams playing well to produce a decent game, so the less said about 

this unexpectedly emphatic win for mid-table Desborough against leaders 

Wellingborough, the better. But what a quirky, atmospheric ground Waterworks 

Field is.  

It lies in a residential area on a rise above the nondescript town centre, with its 

steep-ling, sturdily-pylon-ed floodlights a notable landmark. The impressive facade 

backs on to the Braybrooke Road and features a 1960s social club, tiny car park, 

turnstile, stand back and welcome sign. This end of the ground also houses the 

dressing rooms (separate doors for each team) and, in a wonderful old Nissen hut, 

the groundsman's equipment. The narrow, dark cover immediately behind the goal 

has a low roof and a deep, overhanging fascia, giving the impression of watching 

from a bird hide. The social club towers behind, with the boardroom's windows 

overlooking a well-kept pitch. A more commodious, lighter cover runs between the 

'bird hide' and the floodlight pylon in the corner. On the left flank is a 1922 vintage 

wooden stand sitting astride the halfway line and containing five rows of wooden 

bench seats featuring seven roof supports, which make viewing a challenge. 

'Desborough Town FC' is spelled out in blue letters on a white background on the 

fascia. The earth bank to the right of the stand as you sit in it has a cover similar 

to that behind the turnstile end goal but is open to the elements on the left side. 

Netting, supported by metal poles, prevents stray clearances damaging the flora in 

neighbouring gardens. Behind the goal at the far end is the paraphernalia of the 

water people. A prominent concrete water tower surveys the scene from one 

corner and a covered water storage area - reminiscent of an overgrown five-a-side 

pitch - is secreted behind an ugly metal fence. A strip of hard standing runs along 

the length of the end. Beyond the mysterious water accoutrements is a railway line 

- heard but not seen. The other side of the ground has the dug-outs and is 

uncovered hard standing, backing on to a grassy training area and more houses. A 

shame the match was not equal to the surroundings.  

Wellingborough, after a strong start to the season, have been fading of late and 

were exceptionally poor. Careless defending allowed Desborough, whom the 

Doughboys beat 3-2 in September in the league meeting at Waterworks Field 

thanks to a last-minute goal, to score three times in the opening 27 minutes, 

ending any suspense. Wellingborough came more into it after the break but never 

looked like scoring, and Ar Tarn (great nickname!) were able to add a fourth for 

good measure. A fair contest here would be great value for money, though, 

because Desborough charge less for admission and a programme than seems normal 

in the Premier Division of the UCL - perhaps something to do with the local counter 

attractions at Rothwell, Kettering, Rushden and Northampton.  



To find Waterworks Field, take the Braybrooke road off the A6 which skirts the 

town and the ground is on the right after about a quarter of a mile. You can't miss 

those floodlights! Parking is a problem and your best bet is one of the side roads to 

the left or right on the approach to the ground. Even some of the players have to 

leave their cars on the main road, half on and half off the pavement, which can't 

do much for relations with residents. One thing's for sure - the league match 

between the two teams at the Dog and Duck in a fortnight should be interesting! 
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