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TT No.80: Andrew Gallon - Sat 2nd December 2006; Loughborough Dynamo v 

Romulus; Midland Alliance League Cup Rd 2; Res: 4-1; Att: 66; Admission: £5; 

Programme: £1 (36pp); FGIF Match Rating: *****. 

Don't be fooled by the score. This cup tie crackled and sparked like a log fire at 

Christmas right from the start and could have gone either way. Loughborough won 

through because their finishing was better but Romulus had enough chances to win 

this and three other games.  

Dynamo striker Kris Nurse should have had a hat-trick in the opening 30 minutes as 

Romulus struck the inside of a post with a 25-yard Lei Brown free-kick and then 

took the lead when Seb Hamilton robbed Darren Grassby and beat keeper Matt 

Nurse sweetly from the edge of the box. The visitors looked good value for an 

interval advantage but, on the stroke of half-time, Richard Allen temporarily took 

leave of his senses and headed an Adam Slater cross into his own net. Romulus's 

Tyrone Fagen netted from a marginally offside position as the second 45 minutes 

began at the same breakneck pace. Team-mate Craig Thomas saw an 18-yard 

effort come back off a post before Dynamo nosed fortuitously ahead when an Alan 

Ward shot deflected off Chris Charles and looped over the helpless Matt Harris. 

Keeper Nurse had to go full stretch twice to deny both Richard Adams and Fagen 

with one hand, with striker Nurse atoning for his earlier wastefulness by scoring a 

beauty from outside the box and then, in the last minute, waltzing round Harris for 

a tap-in. That was cruel. Oh, and colleague Ash Walker found time to whack the 

woodwork with a back-post header.  

An appealing venue, in addition to all this excitement, seemed too much to ask - 

but Dynamo came up with that as well. The Nanpantan Sports Ground is located on 

the western edge of Loughborough in a semi-rural spot. Undulating fields and tree-

capped rising land provide an attractive backdrop to a pleasant, tidy complex also 

housing bowls, tennis and basketball. Most of the facilities are at the southern 

end. The sole stand is in the corner into which you enter. A cover, attached to the 

social club and dressing room accommodation, shelters three rows of tip-up seats 

built on a grass bank, giving decent elevation. The social club's walls are decorated 

with interesting photographs, including some from Dynamo's stunning 2003-04 

season, which garnered five trophies. The rest of the ground is open hard-standing 

(though a little soft on the right side!), with football pitches to the right and rear, 

and solid-looking dug-outs to the left. The grass banking continues round the left 

side and far end, where, curiously, what appears to be a large slurry container 

keeps watch behind the goal. The post and rail fence is neatly finished in gold and 

black, and the pitch seemed really quite excellent.  

A very good programme here, too, containing all the required elements within an 

eye-catching cover. The line-ups are helpfully taped to the wall by the social club 

entrance and everyone I spoke to was affable and friendly. Could a hopper possibly 

ask for more? Access to the ground is also a doddle from the M1, with no need to 



get snarled up in any town centre traffic. Come off at junction 23, follow the A512 

towards Loughborough and take the first right at the lights. At the next lights, go 

left and after about three quarters of a mile, turn right into Watermead Lane and 

the ground is at the bottom. There's plenty of free parking. My game of the season 

so far and, all in all, one I'm glad I didn't miss, even though it meant doing a 

Fernando Alonso down the motorway after finishing work at 1pm. Fortune clearly 

favours the brave!  
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