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TT No.93: Andrew Gallon - Wed 13th December 2006; Wootton Blue Cross v 

Newport Pagnell Town; United Counties League Premier Division; Res: 1-1; Att: 60 

(h/c); Admission: £4; Programme: £1 (32pp); FGIF Match Rating: ***. 

Wootton's formation date of 1887 makes them one of Bedfordshire's oldest clubs 

but they have played at purpose-built Weston Park only since 1973. Their previous 

home at the Recreation Ground did not meet the grading requirements of the UCL's 

top division, so they moved to their present four-acre site in the heart of the 

village, four miles south-west of 

Bedford. The ground was laid out at a total cost of about £10,000 (insert your own 

'how times change' comment here). Central to the facilities is the single-storey 

club house, which has some wonderful old black and white photographs of past 

teams, including one from 1894, with the players sporting knickerbockers and 

wearing shin pads outside their socks. Newspaper cuttings tell the stories of how 

the club came to be born (the landlord of the nearby Cock Inn got fed up with 

young lads having kickabouts next to his pub) and the building by volunteers of 

Weston Park.  

It's a pleasant set-up, tucked away down a short lane to the side of the post office. 

Small car parks flank each side of the club house and dressing rooms complex, with 

the turnstile straight ahead as you drive in. The main shelter is a flat cover 

attached to the front of the club house, with terracing to the right of the players' 

tunnel and bench seats to the left. The remainder is open hard standing. Houses - 

older semis to the left and new-builds to the right - are behind each goal, though, 

at the left-hand end, there is a wide, grassy area which looks like it gets some 

punishment on training nights. The substantial dug-outs are opposite the tunnel 

and feature a covered standing area in between. Behind is open, marshy land. The 

area was, apparently, hit badly by Dutch elm disease, so the club were keen to 

plant trees when they moved here. These are now mature and their height gives 

the ground an enclosed feel, particularly on the far side and behind the right-hand 

goal. When they are in leaf, that impression must be strengthened. The pitch is 

enclosed with a blue and white post-and-rail fence.  

The origins of the club's unusual Blue Cross nickname are not entirely clear. Some 

say it was simply taken from another team in nearby Hitchin but the programme 

claims - far from exotically - that when Wootton and a rival side turned up for a 

game in 1890 with the same kit colours, the former daubed blue crosses on their 

shirts so they could pick out their colleagues. And, the story goes, the blue cross 

has featured ever since.  

Wootton went into this derby with just one win in their last four games, while 

improving Newport Pagnell have been in impressive form of late. The visitors, 

reduced to 10 men in the 67th minute by the dismissal for an apparent elbow of 

Richard Armstrong, always looked good for a point and got one when chunky striker 



Vinny Shrieves finished crisply with just two minutes to go after a fine pass from 

Drew Mitten left him in the clear on the right side of the penalty area. Shrieves 

provided the highlight of a fairly dull first half when his crashing drive from 20 

yards was tipped over the crossbar with one hand by keeper Matthew Jones. 

Wootton, who had plenty of chances on a night when the high winds and a heavy 

pitch made life difficult for the players, got the breakthrough in the 53rd minute 

when Craig Daniel stole in unmarked at the back post to prod a close-range effort 

wide of keeper Joe Purcell.  

Wootton is an unremarkable, though clearly expanding, suburban village, so any 

pre-match sightseeing is best done in Bedford, a town with some merit. To reach 

Weston Park, take the Wootton turn off the A421 and, at a T junction, bear right 

down the High Street, with the Cock Inn on the right and the Fox and Duck on the 

left. Just before the post office, turn right. During daylight hours, the floodlights 

will be visible. Next to the entrance of the ground is a chip shop I'd recommend 

highly and which seemed popular with most of the crowd. Decent programme 

here, too - printed on the afternoon of the game after the referee had popped 

over from neighbouring Kempston to give the pitch his blessing. So hot off the 

press, they were almost warm to the touch! 
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