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TT No.98: Dean McClean - Saturday 16th December 2006; Ponteland United v 

Harraby Catholic Club; Northern Alliance League Cup 3rd Round; Res: 2-1; Att: 10; 

Admission: £1; Programme: None; FGIF Match Rating: 3*. 

Following numerous telephone calls to various club secretaries on Friday evening 

and Saturday morning around the North East, I finally settled on an interesting 

League Cup tie between fourth place Ponteland United and runaway league leaders 

Harraby Catholic Club.  

An early morning ‘phone call was made to the extremely helpful club secretary Mr 

Birkinshaw, who confirmed the game was definitely on, and so it was all systems 

go up to Northumberland.   

To reach the ground simply take the A696 (signposted Jedburgh) from the A1. As 

you enter the village look out for the Diamond pub at the traffic lights on your 

right, turn left here and after around 100 yards turn left into Ponteland Leisure 

Centre. The ground and car park are both located in the complex.  

Ponteland, pronounced Pon-tee-land, as I was informed by a local after my 

indiscretion of pronouncing it Pon-ty-land in my Southern twang, is a large historic 

village situated 8 miles North-West of Newcastle in the southern part of stunning 

Northumberland countryside. With excellent links to the A1, Newcastle Airport and 

Railway Station, the village is an attraction to “Geordies” wishing to escape city 

life for a more rural existence.  

Known for its Pele Tower, Ponteland also had a small castle which was destroyed 

by the Scottish Army under the Earl of Douglas just the day before the Battle of 

Otterburn.   

Don’t be fooled by the address of the ground as Leisure Centre as it is almost a 

ground in its own right, fully railed-off and enclosed with a nice-looking wooden 

fence adding character to this lovely small ground. The complex also boasts a 

Rugby Union and Cricket team, with the RU team being at home to Billingham, I 

was very tempted to watch the last minutes of the Ra-ra. All sporting teams 

change in the rather shabby looking building adjoining the leisure centre.  

Harraby CC have had an excellent start to the season winning every match apart 

from two, one loss and one draw being against today's hosts, Ponteland. With that 

in mind the visitors started as if they had a point to prove and dominated most of 

the first half and took a deserved 1-0 lead into the break. The second half was a 

different story though, as Ponteland turned the game on its head to win 2-1 with 

two late goals to beat Harraby for a second time this season.   

Despite the fact that the hard working Mr Birkinshaw had been abandoned by some 

of his regular volunteers, who found the Newcastle v Watford match more inviting 

than this pulsating cup tie, he continued in his many roles through-out the match, 

one of which included fetching the ball from the car park. It just shows how much 



many small clubs rely so heavily on the dedication and hard work of just a handful 

of volunteers. They do it not for money, but for the love of the game. Mr 

Birkinshaw’s friends may have seen as many goals as me and the handful of other 

spectators, but I know where I’d rather have been.  

Played on a heavy and well grassed pitch, it was a credit to both teams that they 

tried to play decent passing football. With the pitch and the highly competitive 

nature of the game, this was not always possible. From recent games seen it this 

league it seems to be the norm for teams to try and play good passing football 

whatever the weather or pitch conditions may be.   

With stunning views of the rolling Northumberland countryside to be had from this 

ground, it would also be a superb venue to visit early in the season for an evening 

match.   
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