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TT No.158: Paul Roth - Tues 1st January 2008; South Midlands League Div. 2; 

Mursley United vs. Padbury Utd; Res: 3-2; Att: 50(?); Entry: £1 with 8-page 

Programme; Weather: Bright but cold. 

Mursley is not the venue you would expect Groundhoppers en-masse, from many 

far-flung corners of the kingdom to congregate, but this New Year's day fixture 

against local rivals Padbury had that exact effect, as many 'hoppers turned out, no 

doubt relishing the noon kick-off which would allow them to do a 'Double'.   

Set deep in the rolling pastures of rural Buckinghamshire, about 6 miles West of 

Leighton Buzzard, Mursley is a small village with a short High Street, pub, and a-

better-than-I'd-expected football ground. Found along Station Road, the 

Recreation Ground boasts a small all-weather 5-a-side football pitch, clubhouse 

(welcome hot tea and refreshments served therein) and changing rooms. There are 

wooden bench-type seats in front of the club pavilion and this is covered too, 

making for a nice little stand which would easily house everyone that usually rocks 

up here on matchdays. The field of play is roped-off and the wooden dugouts on 

the far side of the pitch back onto lush meadows full of grazing sheep.  

Bob Dixon, the club secretary had kindly reserved me two programmes....one for 

my mate Geoff Seers who was coming independently to myself, and I'm glad I'd put 

my order in as they soon ran out. 8 pages constitute the magazine, and although it 

won't win prizes, it was most welcome nonetheless.  

I had predicted a landslide win for the home side as Padbury are perennial 

strugglers (your words Duncan or were they mine?) in the league, but as ever, my 

forecasts were way off the mark as Padbury defied the odds to hold out until 

almost the last kick of the game when Mursley got their third and points-clinching 

last goal.   

A most entertaining game of football and to cap of an enjoyable day Geoff and I 

made a more than pleasant sojourn to the GBG listed Swan public house in nearby 

Stewkley, before making our respective ways home.  

FGIF Rating: 4*. 
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