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TT No.103: Paul Roth - Sat 29th November 2008; Middlesex County League Prem 

Division; Hayes United vs. FC Deportivo Galicia; Res: 3-0; Att: 3 (Three); 

Programme: 16 pages, free; Weather: Bitterly cold, overcast but dry. 

"Sir" Bob Geldof KBE is switching on the Margate town Christmas lights today and 

with this momentous event not to be missed, a KCL match was my preferred 

destination this afternoon. Sadly, constant rain during the past thirty-six hours has 

washed those aspirations away. So, a trip to my beloved Middlesex County League 

has to suffice instead.  

Hayes United's 3G Astroturf pitch at Rosedale College seems the logical choice, 

with the weather having decimated much of my chosen pre-planned fixture list.  

Founded only two years ago, the club have made an instant, positive impact upon 

the county league, having been promoted from the 1st division last season. Their 

informative programme, obtained from the home dressing room, states that all the 

current players grew up together in the surrounding neighbourhood of Hayes and 

all are close friends. Team unity is therefore in place before they even step out 

onto the field of play.  

The Rosedale College, located on Wood End Green Road in Hayes, I have to admit 

isn't the most appealing of venues. The long row of blue iron railings and the 

architecturally grotesque structures of the college itself, purvey an austere feeling 

to the location; this is accentuated on this grey, moribund and cold afternoon. I 

doubt warm sunshine would improve things much either.  

Circumnavigate these structures and at the back of the college you'll find the fully 

enclosed artificial floodlit pitch (the lights weren't used today though, as KO was 

at 2pm). An eight-foot bank behind the facility, with a tall wooden fence to lean 

on, gives a pretty decent view over the whole. On the other side of this fence is an 

athletics track encircling a real grass football pitch. 

Spectators can watch proceedings on hard standing behind three-foot high wooden 

panelling that runs the whole length of the near side. There are no other spectator 

facilities and if you want a drink the Grange public house is 200 yards back along 

Wood End Green Road. I didn't try it, I should add; it looked too hideous!  

A few weeks before I'd seen United give a lion-hearted performance in losing 3-4 at 

current league leaders Park View FC, in what I described then as one of the best 

games of football I had ever seen. It was going to be interesting to see if they 

could reproduce that scintillating form. I'm pleased to say that, by and large, they 

did. Hayes opened the scoring when a free kick hit the cross bar and referee Savva 

correctly deemed the ball to have crossed the goal line. Just before the break they 

added another. If I can describe the home side's performance once again as lion-

hearted, then the team of ex-pats from North West Spain's efforts rarely exceeded 

kitten-like proportions. They barely mewed, or indeed threatened the home goal! 



The second half was a succession of thrusting and skilful raids by the men in yellow 

and only wayward shooting and the lack of a clinical final pass prevented the 

score-line from becoming embarrassing.  

The artificial pitch, which I by the way find most sensual to the touch, especially 

when rubbed against my forehead, obviously suits HU's style of fast flowing play.  

At the final whistle it was a boot-down job, to get back to Margate ASAP to meet 

the wife and witness the great man throw the switch, transforming our modest 

seaside town into a veritable wonderland. What with this, the start of the 

construction of the Turner Contemporary Art Centre on Wednesday and Margate FC 

being saved from entering into another CVA, this week has been one of the finest 

for the town in many a long year. I can tell you that I was close to tears!  

Unlike "Sir" Bobs' Boomtown rats, I actually don't mind Mondays. In fact, this 

Monday, as it's the 1st of December, I'll be opening the initial window of my 

Stolichnaya Advent calendar. Apparently, there are 25 different vodkas to try 

during the lead up to the big day, culminating in something very special on 

Christmas Day itself.  

FGIF Star rating: an illuminating 5*. 
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