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TT No.106: Mike Latham - Sat 6 Dec 2008; Druid Racing Welsh National League; 

Overton Recreational v Borras Park Albion; Result: 2-3; Admission by donation; 

Programme: not on this occasion (usu. 20pp, 50p); FGIF Match Rating: 3*. 

The television screening of the TNS-Rhyl game starting at 5-30pm afforded plenty 

of groundhopping opportunities in North Wales, especially as the weather relented 

to produce a dry sunny day that rid most places of recent frost.  

It was interesting to mingle with travellers at Park Hall later and find out where 

they had chosen for the first part of their doubles. Some opted for Wrexham in the 

Conference, some for Lex XI in the Cymru Alliance, others for Cefn Druids and 

Newtown in the WPL or for Chirk AAA and Brymbo in the Welsh National League. 

One adventurous pair even got as far afield as Penparcau and still made TNS in 

time for kick-off.  

After due consideration I opted for Overton-on-Dee, situated in border country 

about six miles from Wrexham and, more pertinently five miles from Ellesmere. 

The 2pm kick-off afforded me the chance to sandwich in a visit to Ellesmere v 

Bewdley in the West Midlands League, a ground I had visited before, en route for 

Park Hall- an eternal triangle on a beautiful winter’s afternoon.  

Overton was granted a royal charter by Edward I in 1292 and is a picture postcard 

rural village with several listed buildings, a conservation area and a historic 

church. This is noted walking country while the national hunt racing course at 

Bangor-on-Dee is only a couple of miles away. The football ground is located on 

the entrance to the village from the Wrexham road, part of a recreational complex 

that incorporates the cricket club and a children’s play area.  

The Overton Recreational Football Club was only formed a decade or so ago, as 

friendly club secretary Mike Cornes explains. Several football clubs had previously 

existed in the village, this one had its origins in a local Sunday football side. After 

switching to Saturdays, they entered the Welsh National League and earned 

promotion to the Premier Division, effectively level three of the Welsh pyramid, 

two seasons ago.  

Overton’s ground is typical of those I have visited in this friendly and competitive 

league with a neat post and rail fence on the touchlines. The dug-outs are 

apparently on order. The players change in a large building with adjoining car 

park. In a beautiful rural location dominated by trees and with views of distant 

hills this is an idyllic place to watch a good game of football on such a lovely 

winter’s afternoon.  

Before the game I spent time chatting with referee Steve Gardner, a friendly, 

experienced and worldly man who then goes on to deliver a refereeing master-

class despite the lack of proper linesmen. His man management skills are simply 

awesome and within five minutes of kick-off he has taken the sting out of the 



game by the way he deals with the players. ‘You’ve been watching too much 

Strictly Come Dancing’ he says to the home striker after one spectacular fall while 

fouls are dealt with sternly and fairly.  

Borras Park Albion, from Wrexham, began the day bottom of the league but after 

falling behind to an early goal they begin to play with refreshing confidence and 

take a deserved 3-1 interval lead. Tea is served to the players, officials and locals 

in the dressing room block at half-time and I shared an informative cuppa with my 

new found friend the referee before battle was recommenced. Interestingly as the 

players come out for the second half the home striker apologises to the referee for 

an earlier petulant outburst.  

Overton come back into the game and eventually pull back a goal with three 

minutes remaining, but the visitors hold on to record a deserved victory- their 

second league win of the season, though the result is later entered as 1-2 instead 

of 2-3 on the league website.  

The home secretary apologises for the lack of a programme on this occasion- long 

working hours have made it impossible, but he kindly dispenses a programme from 

earlier in the season and a fine 20-page production it is, as good as any I’ve seen in 

this league.  

Overton’s players are mostly local, from the village or adjoining villages. They all 

pay subscriptions to play the game and there’s a good team spirit among them. But 

at the moment they’re in a bad run of form- this is their sixth successive defeat 

and it’s looking like a hard winter. For the visitors the confidence gained from this 

victory will sustain them in their battle against relegation.  

Friendships made and a superb afternoon’s entertainment provided it’s time to bid 

farewell and within ten minutes or so I am arriving at Ellesmere Rangers in time for 

the second half en route to TNS. But my afternoon spent in Overton was 

memorable for a friendly village club playing in a scenic location and affording a 

warm welcome to the traveller. It’s how football should be at this level and I felt I 

had spent my afternoon among proper football people. A visit to Overton comes 

highly recommended and this welcoming club deserves the patronage of football 

travellers.   
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