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TT No.117: Ian Hill - Sun 21st December 2008; The Premiership; West Bromwich 

Albion vs. Manchester City; Res: 2-1; Admission: £40.00; Att: 25,010; Programme: 

100 pages, £3.00. 

A few years ago, I was a season ticket holder at the Albion. Due to the increase in 

admission charges I limit myself to one home game per season. This fixture was 

scheduled for a Sunday which was great for my football watching schedule. What I 

hadn't realised was that the game was designated as a "Category A" which meant 

tickets were priced a £40.00 (all areas of the ground). A complete rip off in my 

view. Shame on you West Brom, have the club not heard of the "credit crunch"? 

You could understand the high prices if they resulted in better players joining the 

club but Tony Mowbray has no money to spend in the January transfer window.  

With my loyalty tested to the limit at least the Albion performed well on the day 

against a very poor Manchester City side. City were awful and justice was done 

when the Albion scored an injury time winning goal to take the three points.  

The Hawthorns is located in a sort of semi industrial housing area. It is not nice 

and there few facilities for supporters. Near the ground is one pub, a McDonalds 

and numerous burger stalls. My seat was in the Smethwick End of the ground, 

which, is similar in design to the Birmingham Road end opposite. The East Stand 

dominates alongside one side of the pitch and the Halfords Lane stand has just had 

a refurbishment with a number of new executive boxes fitted to the back.  

The Albion programme, all 100 pages of it, is once again very good but it is heavy 

going if you are not a west Brom supporter. At least the club are consistent and it 

is value for money unlike their admission charges.  
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