
TT0809-124 

 

TT No.124: Richard Panter - Saturday 3rd January 2009; Stevenage Borough v 

Lewes; Conference Premier; Score: 3- 0; Entry: £12; Attendance: 1764 (away fans 

29); Programme: 48pp, £2.50; Match rating: 2 stars. 

Plan A was a first visit to Cheshunt v Potters Bar in the Ryman League 1st Division 

North. A ‘phone call to the secretary met with a guardedly positive response, 

apparently the pitch was generally frost free but an area on the left was causing 

some concern, but the groundsman was hopeful of resolving said problem. As 

things were still pretty cold and the ground solidly frozen in Leicestershire a trip 

out of the area was the order of the day. As a fail-safe measure, I called Stevenage 

Borough and was told the match was definitely on.  

So, I set off at 11.30am anticipating hold ups on the M1 between junctions 10 & 6. 

As this age, an old obstacle course has finally been cleared I made it to Theobalds 

Lane, Cheshunt just after one o’clock. I squeezed in through the locked turnstile 

to find about forty people wandering on the pitch about 20% of which was frozen 

solid. I was told that the referee was giving it half an hour. Now I am no weather 

expert, but I calculated that an area with no sunlight, in fact in complete shade, 

and an ambient air temperature of 2 degrees Celsius at best, the match was a non-

starter. Therefore, after a quick trip around the ramshackle ground taking some 

photos it was back to the car and up the A1(M) to Stevenage. Parking in a vast free 

car park opposite the ground a little after two o’clock.   

With covered seated stands on two sides, and covered terracing on the other two, 

finished in the teams red and white, Broadhall Way is a fine stadium which would 

be a most welcome addition the football league. The only slightly unfair thing is 

that away fans can only sit down and pay a premium for this debatable privilege, 

although I realise that segregation is the reason for this inequality. Terracing is 

steeply raked and there are crush barriers aplenty, toilets were clean and tidy and 

the food outlets did brisk business. By kick off a crowd of 1764 had assembled at 

what was the only Conference Premier fixture in the country. Twenty-nine hardy 

souls made the trip from the Dripping Pan and they had about fifty-three seats 

each to select from!  

It took the 'Boro half an hour to exert their superiority. They scored two quick 

goals as firstly the impressive home captain, Steve Morison (colour centre-fold in 

the day's programme) then Lee Boylan found the back of the net. A late strike by 

Morison was simply the icing on the New Year cake for Stevenage. Lewes are 

second from bottom in the league and for much of the match they looked like a 

team in such a predicament. Their best player in my opinion was young midfielder 

David Wheeler. The young man never ceased running all afternoon, he ran at the 

home defence, tackled and was involved in all of the Rooks best moves, few and 

far between though they were.   



A bit of a bonus came in the form of a really good view of Biggleswade Town’s new 

ground on the way home. Approaching the Bedfordshire Town from the south, on 

the A1 the ground lies well below road level on the left. It seems that the club are 

rightly proud of their bright and shiny up to date base, because almost an hour 

after the final whistle, the floodlights were blaring away for all to see. I must stick 

this ground on my to do list. 
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