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TT No.127: Ian Hill - Saturday 10th January 2009; Football League Division 1; 

LEEDS UNITED vs. Carlisle United; Res: 0-2; Att: 22,411; Entry: £21.00; 

Programme: 72 pages -£3.00. 

My intended destination was the FA Trophy tie between Barrow and Workington. 

After leaving home for the 250-mile trip to Barrow I decided to phone the Holker 

Street club to see if there was any likelihood of a postponement. BT Directory 

Enquiries didn't have a number for Barrow AFC but I made do with the bar at the 

ground. I managed to get through and spoke to a lady who informed me that "they 

had told her nothing and she hadn't a clue what was happening". She did think the 

game would be on though. Two hundred miles later as I approached the Forton 

Services I managed to tune into Radio Cumbria - match off. To say I was unhappy is 

an understatement.  

Now where do I go. Blackpool v Birmingham - I checked on my mobile website and 

this game was off. So, Leeds v Carlisle United looked tempting but I wasn't sure 

whether I would get there in time. I plumped for a non-league game in the 

Lancashire area, well I would have liked to, but listening to the buffoon presenter 

of the Radio Lancashire sports show made that an unlikely option. "We'll let you 

know which games will be going ahead" was his message of hope. Instead we had 

half an hour of drivel regarding Callum Davidson's bruised ribs and everything and 

anything to do with Preston North End.  

Decision made Elland Road it is. I arrived 10 minutes before kick off with 

programmes in very short supply. I eventually found one at the last seller I came 

to. I then had to walk all the way around the ground to find the ticket office for 

"away" tickets and then the entrance gate which was nowhere near the ticket 

office!   

Once inside it looked like a "high risk" Police operation was in place. Totally 

unbelievable. We had the Police, stewards in yellow jackets, a PC with the largest 

video camera in the world, a snatch squad (people dressed in black with blue bibs) 

and plain clothes suited and booted "crowd spotters". I was expecting a hostile 

atmosphere at Barrow but the friendly Leeds supporters were going to show that 

they were far ‘naughtier’ than the Barrow boys. It was quite sad to see grown men 

with their children hurling abuse and pointing people out for fights instead of 

watching the game. How happy they were when Carlisle took a 2-0 half-time lead 

through two of their former players. To be fair these are two sets of supporters do 

not like each other and quite a few people were ejected for not sitting down!  

Carlisle's half time lead was fully deserved and Leeds were very poor. At half time 

the Leeds mascot Lucas threw sweets into the crowd, except to the Carlisle 

supporters, what a mean cat. Leeds huffed and puffed in the second half but poor 

finishing let them down. On loan Lee Trundle wobbled on for the last 30 minutes 

with little effect. I don't know if he has ever been physically fit but what a player 



he could have been if he'd left the pies alone. With 10 minutes to go Mark Bridge 

Wilkinson showed pity on Leeds as he missed an open goal from 5 yards out. It has 

to be miss of the season.  

At the end of 90 minutes an unexpected deserved win for Carlisle. The Cumbrian 

supporters celebrated and the Leeds supporters offered threats of violence in 

return. No misbehaviour occurred which was good to see.  

I enjoyed the visit to Elland Road. Leeds are a big club and whether you like them 

or not it is sad to see them at this level. Elland Road is looking a bit old and tatty 

around the edges but it has character. One tip - don't buy food in the ground it is 

expensive and awful. Outside the ground is a burger van that sells Chilli and Chips 

at £3.00, quite superb and so far, the "football food" of the season! 
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