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TT No.132: Mike Latham - Sat 24 January 2009; West Lancashire League 

Challenge Cup Second Round. Walney Island 2-0 Furness Cavaliers; No admission or 

programme; Attendance: 40 (h/c); FGIF Match Rating: 3*. 

There was no shortage of games in the Furness area as Saturday dawned fine and 

bright, Conference members Barrow leading the way by attracting over 1,500 for 

their home game with Kidderminster Harriers at Holker Street, decided by a late 

winner for the home side.  

But my choice of game was more modest and was contested by two members of 

the second division of the West Lancashire League competing in the Challenge Cup. 

Visitors Furness Cavaliers, whose ground is situated on the Rampside road out of 

Barrow went into the game as favourites against Walney Island FC, new members 

this season to the West Lancashire League ranks after leaving behind the Furness 

Premier League.  

Walney Island is, I am informed, the eighth largest marine island in England, about 

eleven miles long but only half-a-mile or so wide. With a population of around 

13,000 it is connected to the mainland by the Jubilee Bridge, constructed as 

comparatively recently as 1908. Prior to its construction, the only way of getting 

to the mainland was by ferry.  

Walney Island’s population grew as homes were built to accommodate workers in 

the Vickers ship yards. Indeed, the main centre of the island is called Vickerstown 

whose cricket club play in the North Lancashire & Cumbria League and whose 

football team were engaged in a West Lancashire Premier Division game against 

Euxton Villa just half-a-mile or so away, kicking-off half-an-hour later.  

After the dreadful weather of recent months, I always make check calls before 

setting off and received the good news that the tie had passed an early morning 

pitch inspection. Walney Island FC is a good choice in bad weather as, with the 

winds howling in from the south from the Irish Sea, the ground usually escapes any 

frost.  

The ground was fine, apart from a couple of waterlogged patches by the dug-outs 

though the pitch started to cut up slightly in the second half and on a bright and 

sunny afternoon with the winds mercifully slight we saw a decent and well 

contested cup-tie. 

Walney Island’s Tummerhill ground is easy to find: if following the A590 across 

from Barrow onto Walney Island, stay on the main road as if heading for the west 

shore. About 300 yards before the shore, the ground is on the right behind hedges 

and bushes but the dressing rooms are visible from the road.  

The west (sea) side is railed with dugouts and this side is also sheltered slightly by 

some shallow sand dunes, which help provide some excellent elevated viewing. 

The far side backs onto houses and it is possible, by wending one’s way through the 



housing estate to position a car in an elevated position several yards from the 

touchline. Both ends are roped-off and there are two other football pitches behind 

the north-facing goal.  

The cup-tie started promptly at 1-30pm and was watched by an appreciative crowd 

of around 40 spectators. The visitors looked the classier outfit early on but Walney 

Island stuck to their task and were rewarded with a goal just before half-time, 

Crompton’s low shot following a corner breaking the deadlock. Fifteen minutes 

from time Sparkie’s header completed Walney’s victory. 

This was a well contested and highly watchable game and a visit to this friendly 

club in an interesting location comes highly recommended. Within five minutes of 

the game finishing I was able to watch most of the second half of Vickerstown’s 

game against Euxton Villa, decided 2-1 in the home side’s favour by a last-minute 

winner.  

It is a league well worth exploring and a visit to Walney Island comes highly 

recommended. 
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