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TT No.141: Richard Panter - Sunday 1st February 2009; Oxford United v Lewes; 

Conference Premier; Attendance 4595 (50 away fans); Score 2-1; Entry £17.50; 

Programme 68pp £3; Match rating 3 stars. 

When I told some friends that I was going to the Grenoble Road home of the Us 

they were at best disparaging, at worst downright rude. Why do you want to go 

there? What a waste of money? You and Oxford deserve each other! were a 

selection of the abusive comments made to me. Well, twenty-four hours later I am 

still wondering what they meant. Granted at £17.50, plus £2 booking fee entry it 

was not a cheap afternoon, but this was somewhat mitigated by acres of free 

parking, although I only took the one small car!  

Another friend, an Oxford United supporter, told me where to sit, where to park 

and not to buy any food or drink at the three-sided Kassam Stadium as this did not 

benefit the club and it was expensive. I met up with him inside the ground, and I 

was most impressively when he made a ‘phone call to a helpful club official who 

delivered a team sheet to us at our seats. We perched high up in the ‘South Stand 

Upper’ and, frankly these were superb. We were afforded a panoramic view of the 

pitch, the two other stands, a retail park and the Blackbird Leys housing estate. 

The South Stand was spacious, even for my 6’2’’ frame. Although tickets were 

individually numbered, the choice of seats was left to the punter. Stewardship was 

extremely low key which helped to create a friendly atmosphere, as did the fourth 

largest crowd of the season, although there were only 50 long suffering souls from 

Sussex. 

By the time we had arrived at the 3.00 kick off it was cold, bitterly cold in fact. I 

blame this on the invention of the wind chill factor! On the way down to 

Oxfordshire I was accompanied by light snow flurries until Brackley, but these 

disappeared for the rest of the afternoon, and the match was played in bright, 

clear and cold conditions. Snow fell to the north of Oxford just before the M40 

junction on the return journey and remained with me intermittently for much of 

the return.  

If the football cliché ‘our name is on the cup’ is true, Lewes could adapt this to say 

‘our name is on the wooden spoon’. Joe Keehan put the visitors in front with an 

exquisite chip early on as Lewes matched their full-time opponents. An Adam 

Murray free kick deceived Rikki Banks in the visitor’s goal to put Oxford on level 

terms in the eighteenth minute. This was captain Murray’s third goal in as many 

games. I was expecting an avalanche from then on, but the Rooks to their credit 

protected their goal, but in truth, this didn’t take much effort!   

In the second minute of the second half Lewes were given a penalty, I will say 

again, Lewes were ‘given’ a penalty. The referee blew his whistle and pointed to 

the spot, cue much head scratching from Oxford United and Lewes players and 

everyone in the crowd. Apparently, it was for a foul! Ultimately, Elliot Charles 



took the spot kick and placed it to Billy Turley’s left, the lanky custodian managed 

to slow the ball down with his body, but the ball squirmed under him, and trickled 

towards the line. However, Turley was able to reach behind him and prevent a 

goal, an unorthodox but successful save. Pressure then increased on Lewes 

throughout the second half, this came from a string of fine crosses from both 

United flanks, but it took well over half an hour for this pressure to tell. It was 

Luke Foster who headed home. To add insult to injury, Lewes saw their combative 

midfielder Shaun Wilkinson get a tad too combative and was dismissed for throwing 

a punch in the eighty fifth minute. This enabled Oxford to see out the remainder 

of the fixture with little threat and continue their pursuit of a play-off berth.  

Finally, a mention for the Matchday Magazine, at three quid a pop it is not cheap, 

but in relation to other Conference issues which weigh in at 50p and twenty pages 

less, full colour B5 monster is a good read with its balance of news, views, reports, 

statistics, history, facts and figures. A good souvenir of an enjoyable Sunday 

afternoon, I for one am an advocate for non-league football on Sundays, wish there 

was more of it.   
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