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TT No.159: Mike Latham - Saturday 28th February 2009; Conway Cup Q-F 

(Cumberland County League); Hearts of Liddesdale 1-0 Mirehouse; No admission or 

programme; Attendance: 15. 

We all have targets of clubs we aim to visit and Hearts of Liddesdale had been on 

my list for many years. They are based in the beautiful village of Newcastleton, 

roughly halfway between Carlisle and Hawick but ply their trade as the only 

Scottish side in the Cumberland County League.  

The club goes back a long way, with 1880 being the accepted formation year. In 

1909 they changed their name from Newcastleton FC to the current title. Though 

the club has played the bulk of its games in English football, it did have a few 

years playing in the Dumfries Amateur League after the Carlisle & District League 

disbanded in 2003.  

Way back in the mists of time, they played a famous Scottish Cup 2nd round tie 

against Hearts on 29 September 1893 which Hearts won 4-1. This game was played 

where Copshaw Place and Scott Street now stand, the original football park in the 

village.  

Hearts returned in July 2005 to play a friendly game against Hearts of Liddesdale 

to mark the club’s 125th anniversary, a remarkable achievement for a village with 

a population of 600-700 people.  

Their current ground, Liddel View Park, is located to the right on the road in from 

Canonbie. It’s a roped-off pitch with an impressive adjoining changing block 

funded by Sport Scotland. In the entrance to the building is a plaque marking the 

game with Hearts in 2005. Lottery funding also enabled the club to install all-

weather pitches. When Steve Cram came to the village to officially open both 

facilities he was apparently amazed at the generosity and hard work of the local 

people that had gone into their construction. 

Newcastleton, known locally as Copshaw Holm is renowned as a friendly place and 

this was borne out during my short time there. Arriving early, I called into the 

newsagents for a local map and the coffee shop for some provisions and then made 

my way to explore Newcastleton Forest, where there are a series of walks and 

cycle tracks amidst quite stunning scenery, before returning for the game. 

Newcastleton was built as a result of the land clearances in the late 18th century 

when people were forced to move from Old Castleton village. The village was 

constructed in 1793 for the third Duke of Buccleuch as a settlement for handloom 

weavers. The village streets and squares are all laid out on a grid pattern with 

plenty of open spaces. Douglas Square, a meeting place, dominates the centre of 

the village and there are a few shops and pubs.  

Located in the valley bottom with forests rising from either side, there is a real 

feeling of peace and calm, which has not always been the case in the Borders. A 



reminder of the past is provided by journeying up the B road towards Hawick 

where the ruin of Hermitage castle is well worth a visit. Dating to the 14th 

century, it still has a foreboding presence and was the location, in 1566, of a 

meeting between Mary, Queen of Scots, and her lover, the Earl of Bothwell. 

On a mild but drizzly late February afternoon the only Border skirmish in evidence 

today was this Conway Cup-tie against Mirehouse. The visitors are in the top 

division of the Cumberland County League and were favourites before the game. 

But the home team won this one thanks to a 65th minute scrambled goal from 

their centre forward after the visiting ‘keeper failed to deal with a free-kick.  

If you desire a programme, tea bar and covered accommodation from your visit to 

a new ground then sadly a visit to Liddel View Park will fail to tick any boxes. But 

if you like to watch your football in beautiful, scenic surroundings among a handful 

of dedicated club officials trying their hardest to preserve the traditions of the 

village then this is one for you. 
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