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TT No.51: Ian Hill - Sat 27th September 2008; Wisla Krakow v Arka Gdynia; 

Ekstraklasa; Res: 4-0; Att: 10,000; Admission: Zl 45; Programme: Free (12pp); FGIF 

Match Rating: **. 

Wisla Krakow, the current Polish Champions, warmed up for their UEFA Cup clash 

with Tottenham with an easy 4-0 win against Arka Gdynia. A very enjoyable 

weekend in Krakow was topped off with the chance to see the city's "top dogs" in 

action. I had been looking forward to this game for quite a while and my first 

experience of Polish football. Both sides were level on points in the top Ekstraklasa 

division but I have to admit I had never heard of Arka Gdynia.  

Wisùa's Stadium is located on 22 Reymonta Street in Kraków. The stadium was built 

in 1953 and currently holds a capacity of 15,595. The stadium currently is being 

upgraded to seat 34,000 people. The Wisùa Stadium has also been chosen as a 

reserve venue for the Euro 2012 in Poland and Ukraine. The stadium is very easy to 

find and is a short trip by tram (lines 15 or 18) from the city centre. Get off at 

tram stop Reymonta which is right outside of the stadium. You also pass the 

stadium of city rivals Cracovia on the way. You can walk to the ground from the 

main city square in 20 - 30 minutes. If you visit the Tourist Information desk at 

Krakow airport they will provide with a free map and mark on the location of the 

ground. Don't expect a smile though. Smiles and the service industry are not a 

common sight in Krakow. 

On the opposite side of the Reymonta tram stop is a wide-open piece of parkland. 

Lots of people were enjoying the early evening sunset either cycling, walking or 

roller blading. The other side of the stop was dominated by the scruffy Wisla 

turnstile blocks and rows of riot police vans. Quite a contrast! Tickets can be 

bought at the turnstiles and you didn't have to show your passport even though 

their website said you had to.  

I took the advice of various blogs I had read to buy the most expensive seats in the 

ground to keep away from trouble. The best seats are supposedly located in sector 

E which is the main grandstand. 45zl (approx. £12.00) secured entry into a very 

disappointing ground. Two identical stands have been built behind both goals and 

look good. Our stand ran alongside the pitch and was without a roof. It was a 

stereotypical Eastern European stand - concrete and rust. Seats were badly 

numbered and rows, that where marked, were listed in roman numerals. The seats 

were basically old-style plastic seats screwed onto concrete. I'm sure it won't be 

long before this stand disappears.  

The back of the stand was scruffy but a building with numerous columns on top 

had been retained behind the stand which did improve things. The only facilities 

were disgusting Portaloo’s, a BBQ selling sausages and a market-style stall club 

shop selling various souvenirs. Programmes could be picked up free of charge from 

the market stall. A very disappointing 12-page newspaper programme was 



available. It would have been quite good if the contents had been transferred to a 

normal paper sized programme. Unfortunately, the paper used was very thin poor 

quality and the print slightly blurred. The programme did come in handy for a lot 

of people as they used it to sit on the dirty seats! The opposite side of the ground 

is just a flat construction site.  

The game was quite poor and dominated by a lot of diving. Wisla didn't have to try 

too hard and took a comfortable 3-0 half time lead. They scored from a free kick 

in the last five minutes to secure their victory.  

The most interesting part of the game was the choreographed chanting by the 

Wisla supporters behind one goal. As for trouble - I didn't see anything at all, not 

even a flare. The most dangerous aspect was some out of tune singing which could 

have damaged your ears. We left the ground slightly disappointed by the vista and 

the lovely site of a teenage female chav being sick down the back of the stand. 

Not a nice sight in a beautiful city! 
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