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TT No.58: Ian Hill - Sun 5th October; Belgian Double - KSV Ieper v JS Taminoise; 

Belgian 4de Nationale and KSV Roeselare v Club Brugge; Belgian Jupiler Pro 

League. 

Match 1 - Sun 5th October 2008; KSV Ieper v JS Taminoise; Belgian 4de Nationale; 

Res: 2-2; Att: 400 (HC); Admission: 7 Euros; Prog: Free (8 pages); FGIF Match 

Rating: 4*.  

Another free Sunday and some fortunate fixture scheduling allowed me to make a 

welcome return to Belgium to take in two games. Armed with my AA Route Planner 

directions I spent 2 and 1/2 hours trying to get from Calais to Ieper for the first 

game of the day between KVK Ieper (Ypres in French) and JS Taminoise. The 

journey should have taken 1 hour and 5 minutes so I think I probably took the long 

way round! At least I saw some countryside.  

Luckily, I had printed off a Google Earth picture of the street where the new 

stadium is located and this proved to be very useful. The wonderfully named Crack 

Stadium is situated on the south side of Ieper and is easy to find. Newly built, it 

opened a few weeks ago with a friendly against Club Brugge. You could ask the 

question "Is it finished?" The ground is dominated by a large main stand which has a 

bar at the back of it. Very similar to KSV Diksmuide which I visited a few weeks 

ago. The rest of the ground has hard standing on three sides and that's it. A large 

net and mesh fence surround the three standing sides of the ground, so you can 

watch for free if you want to. The ground is an oasis in a sea of mud surrounding 

it. Entrance is along a very short muddy path to a small pay booth building. Seven 

Euros is charged to sit down by a very helpful lady. When I ask if there are any 

programmes she replies "Yes but they are not ready yet". Well this could mean 

anything but she informs me that I should be able to get one from around the 

corner when they are ready. I hang around this area for a while but due to 

persistent rain decide to retire to the clubhouse bar. Inside are three people 

inserting flyers into small card brochures. I presume they are adverts for local 

companies. In fact, this is the match programme. I pick a couple up to find four A5 

pages inserted inside the folders. Two of these specifically refer to the game with 

one being a team-sheet. I can relax as the "paper chasing" has been sorted out.  

Certainly, a very unique programme and a nice addition to the collection.  

Large windows allow a great view of the pitch but worryingly the rain is not 

draining that well and small puddles are beginning to form in places. This game 

really looks in doubt. Ieper and Taminose are first and second in Division 4 A of the 

Belgian pyramid system. Unfortunately, due to the condition of the pitch the game 

is a total lottery with ball either zipping off the pitch and stopping stone dead as 

the game progresses. There are some great comedy moments in this "Splash-athon" 

but this could have been a great game between two sides who wanted to play 

attacking football. The referee had a yellow card frenzy in the first half due to not 

taking into account the condition of the pitch. I lost count of how many times he 



brandished the card after the 6th booking! Innocuous tackles received a booking 

whilst crunching ones were ignored. Ieper took a half time 1-0 lead and changed 

their Red shirts to Blue for the second half. It was touch and go whether this game 

would continue but the referee persisted with the final score-line 2-2.  

There is still some work to do around the ground and it will be interesting to see 

how it develops.   

Match 2 - Sun 5th October 2008; KSV Roeselare v Club Brugge; Belgian Jupiler Pro 

League; Res: 0-1; Att: 7500 (approx.); Admission: 16 Euros; Prog: Free (60 pages); 

FGIF Match Rating: 2*.  

After a detour through the centre of Ieper, I would highly recommend a visit, it 

was onto my next game at KSV Roeselare. The AA told me it would take me 24 

minutes but after getting completely lost again it took just under an hour to get 

there. I booked my ticket in advance through the http://www.ticketingonline.be/  

website. You pay in advance and receive an e-mailed voucher which is exchanged 

for a ticket at the ground. That's the easy part. I arrived at the Schiervelde Stadion 

in good time but couldn't find where to pick up my ticket. After trying to blag my 

way into to VIP lounges, very unsuccessfully, I located two portacabins selling 

tickets. One was supposed to be named "Invitations", this was where they were 

supposed to pick the ticket up.  They had forgot to put the sign in the window.  

K.S.V. Roeselare are based in the city of Roeselare in West Flanders. Its Matricule 

is the n°134. It has been in the Jupiler League since 2005-06. According to 

Wikipedia the club are a combination of professional and semi pro players.   

The first club in the city was founded in 1900 by some students and named De 

Verenigde Vrienden (Dutch for The United Friends) but that name changed early to 

Red Star Roeselare. In 1902, the club was known as Union Sportive Roulers (in 

French) but it resigned from the football association due to financial problems in 

1909. The next year, two new clubs were founded -- Sportvereniging Roeselare 

(the Catholics) and F.C. Roeselare (the non-Catholic club) - but not for long as the 

former club closed in 1914 due to World War I. The birth of S.K. Roeselare arose 

seven years later. The same year (1921) it received the Matricule n° 134 as it 

became a member of the national association. The other club from the town 

registered in 1923 as F.C. Roeselare with the matricule n° 286. However, this 

Matricule does not exist anymore as K.S.K. Roeselare and K.F.C. Roeselare merged 

in 1999 to form K.S.V. and kept the n° 134. The first time a team from Roeselare 

achieved promotion to the first division was in 2005 when K.S.V. won the second 

division play-off.  

On to the paper chasing. Now this was a very difficult one and you have to have 

your wits about you. Most people enter the ground past the ticket portacabins and 

past the chip vans. You are then in the stadium complex. Due to the rain a lot of 

people were sheltering in an overhang from the main stand. This was next to one 

of the VIP lounges I had unsuccessfully tried to enter. A lady walked out of the VIP 

lounge reception and said something in Flemish and dismissively threw a cardboard 

box on the floor. Paper gold, it was full of matchday programmes. Most people did 

http://www.ticketingonline.be/


not seem interested which was a shame as this was a 60-page small sized (imagine 

A5 cut in half) programme free of charge. For Belgium I thought it was excellent. 

Also, at the back of this area where piles of free large colour team posters which 

were available if you wanted one or ten.  

I then had to try and find my entrance to the ground. I had a standing ticket but no 

entrance gate was specified. It didn't matter as none of the gates were signed in 

any way. Once inside the ground you can walk around the open sides but cannot 

get into the covered areas. Just inside the ground next to the main stand is a small 

club shop. It didn't have that much on sale but you can also pick up a programme 

here if you miss the ones outside.   

The ground is a bit of old and new. A new seated stand dominates behind one goal 

with the opposite end uncovered terracing. Opposite the main stand is a small 

covered area with seats in one half for away supporters. It's a typical Belgian 

ground. The torrential rain continued and my ticket was for the uncovered 

terracing. Luckily the main stand has an overhang so this allowed plenty of 

spectators to shelter. Although the view isn't brilliant due to the mesh pitch-side 

fence and dugouts you can watch from here and suffocate in the plumes of 

cigarette smoke. I've never seen so many chain smokers in my life - cigarettes, 

cigars, pipes - you name it, they smoked it!  

The pitch for this game against Club Brugge was in excellent condition. Brugge 

looked to have the class but not the cutting edge. Roeselare huffed and puffed 

(probably due to too much smoking) but upfront they were awful. Their sole 

Brazilian player certainly disproved the theory that all Brazilians are great 

footballers. The game turned in the second half. Brugge had squandered a lot of 

chances and it looked like the home side would hang on for a draw. Unfortunately, 

they had a player red carded which helped Brugge grab a late 86th winner from 

Akpala. KSV Roeselare are now bottom of the Jupiler league. Hopefully this small 

friendly club will stay up if only for the facts that they produce an excellent 

programme by Belgian standards and had a special offer on the local beer of two 

for the price of one!   
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