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TT No.78: Paul Roth - Sat 1st Nov 2008; Middlesex County League Premier 

Division; Park View FC vs. Hayes Utd; Result: 4-3; Attendance: 9; Programme: 12 

pages, free. Entry: N/A; Weather: Torrential rain throughout. 

A late change of plan today sees me at the White Hart Lane Community Sports 

Centre, formerly known as the New River Stadium, for this Middlesex County 

league match between the current top two sides. Located a mile away from the 

'White Hart Lane', the ground is the present home of the London Skolars Rugby 

League side, and is about a mile distant from Wood Green tube station. There is a 

big covered stand on one side and an athletics track encompasses the pitch. Yuk!  

Luckily Park View FC don't play here! Their 3G, floodlit arena is to the left of the 

main stadium and you walk past it as you approach from the west. It's fully 

enclosed with green mesh fencing. Three steps of terracing run all the way along 

one side giving the place a football-ground feel. Vending machines within the 

sports complex itself provide any refreshments the visitor may require. The club is 

another of these ex-pat teams that seem to proliferate in the league: Ghana is the 

country of origin this time.  

Up in London by 10.30am, and using the 'Bullet train' for a change, I'm able to 

catch up on my reading material for once on a Saturday morning...I do love 'Nuts'! 

The scheduled 3 O'clock kick-off gives me ample time to visit my 10 GBG listed 

pubs I've lined up and my mission is accomplished with time to spare!  

The 12-page programme is gleaned from the changing rooms and a decent effort it 

is too.  

So, to the match itself. Both clubs have come up from the 1st division this season. 

I'm expecting a good game of football, given the league standings. Nothing, 

however, could have prepared me for what I was about to witness. Without any 

doubt, this was the best match of association football I have ever seen. That might 

sound an OTT statement to make, but Middlesex County League Asst. chairman and 

secretary Dave Swan, who was also present, said the very same thing to me. We 

can't both be wrong!  

Hayes Utd were out of the blocks fastest and strolled into a three nil half time 

lead. Their 3rd score being a candidate for 'Match of the Day's' goal of the season. 

Game over? Oh no! The next 45 minutes were breath-taking as Park View played 

some magical and mesmerising football, passing the ball with pace and ultimately 

winning the three points on offer with four goals of their own, which were also all 

'wonder' strikes. The club's nickname is the 'Snipers'; I now know why!  

The heavy rain that fell throughout the 90 minutes, which by the way soaked your 

correspondent to the bone, helped the play flow on the artificial surface, but the 

standard of football was utterly sublime and will be fresh in my memory for a very 

long time.  



What a pity a few more spectators hadn't been here to see this wondrous spectacle 

and with the Spurs Premiership match versus Liverpool starting at 5.30pm, I 

thought a few might have ventured along the 'Lane'. I should've known better; the 

majority were all probably sitting in a pub drinking themselves into an early grave. 

What a way to live!  

Another MCL Groundhoppers day is scheduled for December 6th, at White Hart 

Lane as it happens, and if this type of fare is what the day has in store, then 

everybody who attends is in for an early Christmas treat.  

BRILLIANT.  

Train day, so 12,342 steps. 1770 steps = a mile, therefore 6.97 soggy miles walked 

today.  

FGIF Rating: 5*. 
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