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TT No.83: Paul Roth - Sat 8th November 2008; Hellenic League Div1 East; 

Wokingham & Emmbrook FC vs. Eton Wick FC; Res: 5-0; Att: 68; Programme: 24 

pages, £ w/a; Weather: a merciful window of dryness and sunshine. 

So many matches appealed to me today for one reason or another and often when 

this happens the game, I do eventually opt for often tends to presents me with a 

'Poisoned Chalice'. I'm pleased to say that wasn't the case today and now I have 

another five goals to add to my already burgeoning season's tally.  

Wokingham & Emmbrook FC have recently moved from their Lowther Road ground 

to the wide-open spaces of Cantley Park, situated off the Twyford Road, which is 

only a mile or so from their former home in Emmbrook. The park has numerous 

football pitches and an all-weather floodlit hockey arena within its grounds and is 

surrounded by trees, dressed today in their splendid golden Autumnal foliage. 

Rustic would be the best way to describe the place.  

The club want to build a 250-seater stand and install floodlights of their own at 

Cantley Park but local residents have resisted this plan since it was announced two 

years ago, although there cannot be too many of them thereabouts, as I didn't espy 

many dwellings in the vicinity. Yes, what a noise all those 68 spectators make!  

Having visited all but one of the GBG listed pubs in town, I cast my net further 

afield today for my pre-match 'stiffener' and was charmed by the unusual Magpie 

and Parrot hostelry in Shinfield, amongst others.  

It had chucked it down with rain as I drove around the M25 en-route to Berkshire 

and I had wondered if there might be some doubt as to play, but I shouldn't have 

concerned myself as the first glimpse of the playing field here shows this to be a 

well-draining ground. There are lots of places to park one's car and it would only 

be a fifteen-minute walk, at most, from the station if arriving by the bullet train. 

A big tea bar above the dressing rooms is where to get the matchday programme, a 

black and white 24 pager this time and apparently not their normal sized issue, as 

this game is a quickly rearranged fixture. £3 is the price tag which included 

admission. By the way, the tea bar sells a cracking chicken-Balti pie, amongst 

many other culinary delights.  

I'll be honest...there isn't much to describe about the ground itself. The clubhouse 

is set above the pitch and a set of steps accesses the field of play. Two dugouts 

are in situ and the pitch is roped off, albeit with that sensuous blue nylon roping 

found in the best Chandlers stores. Just touching and rubbing it sets my juices 

running! Goals with attached netting, flags and grass complete the picture.  

The Satsumas, W & E's nickname, because they play in satsuma (NOT tangerine) 

and black coloured kit, are near the top of the league table and Eton Wick are not. 

You should be satisfied with a 5-0 score-line, shouldn't you? But so many scoring 



opportunities did the home side create during the ninety minutes that how they 

didn't manage double figures I will never know. 

Luck, on Wicks' part, wastefulness on W & E's and great goalkeeping kept it down 

to just the five! Saying that, the visitors had a few decent chances themselves, 

but, when you are crap...well, what can I say?!   

At least it was dry during the play, but as I started off for home, back around that 

M25, down came the rain again. If I had been caught in the deluges either side of 

this match, I would have been well and truly hacked off...I've only just dried out 

from last week's soaking!!  

FGIF Rating: 3*. 
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