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TT No.98: Chris Freer - 3 Day Dutch Hopping Tour (21 - 23 November 2008): 

feat. games at FC Volendam; PSV Eindhoven and Utrecht (all Eredivisie). 

Just got back from our annual 3-day, 3-match tour of the Netherlands and wanted 

to pass on a few bits of (hopefully) useful info to fellow Euro-hoppers. Travel 

round the country is easy by trains, which are invariably on time. If there's two of 

you, share a one-day rail ticket which costs 35 euros and allows unlimited travel 

throughout the country, in first class sections of the train. These are available on 

Saturdays and Sundays, although not near Christmas.  

MATCH 1 - Friday 21 November 2008; FC Volendam v Roda JC (Eredivisie); 3-1; 

FGIF Rating: 4*. 

We based ourselves in Amsterdam for both nights this year (the attractions of In De 

Wildeman too great to miss) and the Friday night game at Volendam was quite 

handy. This club is one of the up and down teams in the Eredivisie and must be 

used to playing on Fridays (the preferred day for the Dutch leagues second-tier). 

Turning left outside Amsterdam Centraal, go to the bus stands and look for a 118. 

Other bus numbers also go there at different times. The online 9292ov.nl website 

has timetables. This'll whisk you in just half an hour or so straight to the ground. 

According to a fan-site I contacted, FC Volendam have introduced club cards this 

season, but we got round that by contacting the club by e-mail. Two tickets (at 15 

euro each) were reserved and available to us at the ticket-desk outside the 

ground. The programme, as is usual in Dutch football, is small but free. The 

stadium is like an older English ground, with four distinct stands, including one 

that reminded me of the old Popular Side at Filbert Street. The ground holds 8,500 

and looked about a quarter full. The given crowd figure of 4,500 for this fixture 

against fellow strugglers Roda seemed well wide of the mark. The game was classic 

smash and grab with Roda having most of the possession whilst their hosts picked 

them off to win 3-1. Enjoyment factor - definitely a four out of five. 

MATCH 2 - Saturday 22 November 2008; PSV Eindhoven v Heracles Almelo 

(Eredivisie); 4-0; FGIF Rating: overall 3*. 

To get to see PSV v Heracles, our Saturday match, it wasn't quite so easy. If you've 

got a mate in Eindhoven, get him to buy the tickets. If you're trying to do it from 

the UK, you are required to buy a 'package'. We opted for the Silver one which 

consists of a match ticket, voucher to spend in the club shop, and refreshment 

tokens for the ground. This costs 115euro for 2 people. You also have to pay for 

this by Bank Transfer (as opposed to credit card or cheque). My bank charged me 

£20 for this privilege and I had to set up a meeting and take my passport. So, total 

cost of the package, around £60 per person, at current exchange rates. A lot 

dearer than Volendam! The stadium in Eindhoven is close to the station, right in 

the town centre, although we still managed to get lost. We collected our tickets 

and vouchers from the main office (gate 27) with no problems. Club shop voucher 



was 20 euros, plus 10 euros for snacks/drinks/beer etc in the ground. The 

programme is free. The Philips Stadium holds 36,500 but seems bigger. Our seats 

were spot on - top tier, front row. After an even first quarter, PSV moved up a 

gear and put four past their hapless visitors without reply. Watch out for Afallay, a 

Premier League star in the making. Second half was a non-event, with PSV content 

to knock it about and Heracles seemingly happy at just a 0-4 loss. Enjoyment 

value, first half 4/5, second half 2/5. 

MATCH 2 - Sunday 23 November 2008; FC Utrecht v Vitesse Arnhem (Eredivisie); 4-

0; FGIF Rating: overall 2*.  

Our third match was a Sunday afternoon fixture at Utrecht, against Vitesse. I e-

mailed about tickets in August and got a reply in October! Two were ready for us 

to collect and pay for (24 euro each) at the ticket desk in the fan-shop at the 

ground. 

We decided to walk from the station to the ground which took us through some 

picturesque streets but seemed to take an age. We determined to take the bus 

back (more later). The Utrecht stadium was renovated a few years back and is a 

modern ground that offers a bit of character. The programme is given away free. 

The first half of the game was as dreary as the weather, but bucked up after the 

break with Utrecht rattling in four without reply. Once again, the visitors made no 

real attempt to make a game of it, which seems to be a trait of Dutch football, 

and probably explains why many Dutch footy fans are followers of the English 

game. Enjoyment factor 1/5 for first half and 3/5 for the second. After the match 

we jumped on a bus with everybody else and found ourselves at the Park 'n' Ride 

site on the outskirts of town (ooops). A helpful chap urged us to stay on the bus 

which returned to the stadium, and four helpful lads led us to the right bus stop 

for a (seemingly) free trip back to the station. 

If you want any more info on ground-hopping in Holland, feel free to e-mail me 

chris.freer@ntlworld.com . We've also been to NAC Breda, Roda and Vitesse 

Arnhem (2006) and Willem II, Excelsior and Ajax (2007). I've also got a (new) blog 

at: http://flynn123.wordpress.com    
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