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TT No.14: Gyles Basey-Fisher - Sat 31st July 2010; Holmesdale v Leatherhead; 

Pre-Season Friendly; KO: 2pm; Result: 1-4; Admission: n/a; Programme: n/a; 

Attendance: 67 (h/c incl. quite a few players for the 4pm game). 

My final pre-season game was chosen because of the early kick off, but mainly the 

unusual stand, which has been in the news recently as it might have to be taken 

down. Luckily, the latter has not happened yet, but the plans are on the wall for a 

new seated stand and covered terrace behind the goal indicate that the Grim 

Reaper is not far away. 

Holmesdale FC is set in a very leafy part of Bromley Common, on Oakley Road, 

with large expensive houses lining the road opposite, a couple of hundred yards 

down the road is the 'Two Doves' Youngs pub and next door to the ground is the 

Cricket Club. 

You enter the ground via a narrow track, which is signed, but beware once you 

arrive at the car park it is small and, if full, a nightmare to turn around and get 

out, worse still if you arrive early you will get blocked in! 

No admission was charged today and once through the gate you find the away 

dressing room on the right and a clubhouse on the left also housing the home 

dressing room. Directly in front of you is the near goal with a small cover built 

using scaffold tubes with what looks like two steps of freshly laid concrete 

terracing. The far side houses the weird and wonderful seated stand, again this is 

erected using scaffolding and the seats are two scaffold boards side by side and 

the backs are toe boards. Here are five rows of seats, but the front two rows have 

the managers' dugouts set into them. This really is an amazing and imaginative 

creation and it's not small either, the far end and side is concrete hard standing 

and there are six flood-lights. 

With both sides fielding Reserve sides at 4pm this was a true first team friendly 

and in Holmesdale's case a last chance to try out tactics before the season opener 

against Eirth Town next Saturday. As with nearly every game I have witnessed so 

far this season the scoring starts early, 3 minutes to be precise with Leatherhead's 

Tom Hutchings picking up the ball just inside Holmedale's half and running 

unchallenged before firing a bullet shot as straight as an arrow into the top corner 

from all of 30 yards. Leatherhead and in particular Tom Hutchings ran riot early on 

and one great move produced an easier chance than his first, but one which he 

sent over the bar from around the penalty spot. Homesdale then equalised when a 

quick move from defence into attack finished with Ben Chick running onto a 

through ball, which he dispatched into the bottom left hand corner passing an 

advancing keeper. Leatherhead, still on top, ended the half when a penalty was 

won and fired powerfully in by Tom Hutchings. 

The second half became slightly fragmented with Holmesdale trying different 

tactics and setups regularly throughout the half. This involved plenty of rotation of 



players and the game only came to life when Leatherhead brought on Gabriel 

Odenika and his run and shot through the middle brought a save out of the keeper, 

but the rebound was slotted in by Jack Macloud, right at the death Odenika found 

space on the right of the box before squaring the ball for Arnold Okinor to score 

into an empty net. 

Lovely setting and an amazing stand. Get there quick it might not be there much 

longer? 
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