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TT No.173: Ian Hill - Sun 10th October 2010; The New Saints v Aberystwyth 

Town; Principality Welsh Premier League; Result: 5 - 0; Att: 348; Admission: £8.00; 

Programme: £2.00: Rating: 3*. 

This was my second visit to TNS this season but the first time I had seen a game. I 

tried to attend their game against Bohemians in the Champions League. Due to 

duff information from one of their administration staff, myself and a number of 

other disgruntled people were told that the game was sold out 2 ½ hours before 

kick-off when we arrived at the ground. I phoned the club earlier in the day to be 

informed that there were plenty of tickets left but if I wanted to reserve one then 

I would be charged a £6.00 administration charge. Well I didn’t want to be ripped 

off but in hindsight I should have known better.  

Anyhow there was no sell out today with the crowd totalling 348 plus a special 

guest?  

TNS 

The New Saints of Oswestry Town & Llansantffraid Football Club, also known as 

The New Saints or simply TNS is a full-time professional football club representing 

Llansantffraid-ym-Mechain in Montgomeryshire, Wales and Oswestry in Shropshire, 

England (the two places are 8 miles apart). From 1997 to 2006, the club was known 

as Total Network Solutions F.C. TNS play at Park Hall in Oswestry, having moved 

there from the Recreation Ground in Llansantffraid-ym-Mechain.  

Llansantffraid F.C.  

The club was formed as Llansantffraid F.C. to represent the tiny border village of 

Llansantffraid-ym-Mechain (population: 1,000) in 1959, and played at the 

Recreation Ground. 

They first tasted competitive football in the Montgomeryshire Amateur Football 

League (then the fourth level of the Welsh football league system), winning the 

championship seven times. At the end of the 1989/90 season they were elected to 

the Central Wales League (now the Mid-Wales League) but their stay was brief, 

winning promotion to the Cymru Alliance as runners-up on their first attempt. 

Llansantffraid's meteoric rise continued and in 1992/93 they gained promotion to 

the League of Wales, now the Welsh Premier League, as champions and won the 

Welsh Intermediate Cup (formerly the Welsh Amateur Cup).  

Total Network Solutions.  

In 1996, Llansantffraid won the Welsh Cup and qualified for the first time for the 

European Cup Winners' Cup. At this time a local computer company, Total Network 

Solutions of Oswestry, arranged a £250,000 sponsorship deal which involved 

incorporating the company name into the club name. As Total Network Solutions 

Llansantffraid F.C. they met the Polish cup winners Ruch Chorzów and earned a 1–



1 draw at home before losing 0–5 in Poland. Since then they have qualified for 

European competition several times. The club's European home games are 

generally played at either Newtown's or Wrexham's stadium as their old Recreation 

Ground was far below UEFA's standards (though for their 2003 meeting with 

Manchester City, they played their home game at the 72,000-seat Millennium 

Stadium in Cardiff). 

In 1997 the club's name was changed to Total Network Solutions F.C., being the 

first instance in the United Kingdom of a football club renaming itself after its 

sponsor's name only.  

Merger with Oswestry Town  

In the Summer of 2003, a merger with their financially-weak neighbours, Oswestry 

Town (who, despite being from England, also played in Wales), was approved by 

Oswestry's shareholders despite not all shareholders being aware of a meeting. It 

was also approved by the Football Association of Wales (FAW) and was eventually 

ratified on 14 August 2003 by UEFA (who initially objected to two clubs from 

different governing bodies merging). 

The 2003/04 season was trophy less for TNS, as they were runners-up in the League 

of Wales to Rhyl and were losing finalists in the Welsh Cup, also to Rhyl. The next 

season, 2004–05, proved much more successful, as TNS won a League and Cup 

double. 

During the 2005/06 close season, after newly crowned Champions League winners 

Liverpool were initially denied a place in the next season's competition, TNS 

offered to play a one-legged tie against the Reds for TNS's place in the first 

qualifying round.  After UEFA reached a compromise by which Liverpool were 

placed in the first qualifying round of the competition, TNS and Liverpool ended up 

drawn against one another anyway. The first leg was at Anfield, when Liverpool 

won 3–0 by a Steven Gerrard hat-trick, while in the second leg played at Wrexham, 

Gerrard scored two more after coming on as a substitute, to add to one by Djibril 

Cissé for another 3–0 TNS defeat.  

The New Saints F.C.  

In early 2006 the club's sponsor, Total Network Solutions, was taken over by British 

Telecom, as a result of which the sponsorship arrangement lapsed at the end of 

the 2005/06 season and it became necessary to find a new name for the club. 

After a trawl for naming ideas, including an attempt to sell the naming rights on 

eBay, the name "The New Saints" was agreed upon as appropriate to the clubs' 

history — Llansantffraid was always known as "The Saints", while Oswestry had 

strong connections with Saint Oswald, while handily retaining the initials "TNS". A 

new club badge was also developed at the same time, featuring a dragon to 

represent Llansantffraid and a lion representing Oswestry. 

On 10 February 2010, the BBC reported that The New Saints had applied to play 

home games at Chester City's Deva Stadium from 2010–11, after having been 

turned down for a grant to help fund the construction of a new 1,000-seat stand at 



Park Hall. At the time, the mooted move was complicated by Chester City's 

financial struggles and by governance issues. Deva Stadium's pitch and stands lie in 

Wales, but outbuildings on the site that housed the club offices are in England, and 

Chester City were under the jurisdiction of the FA. Chester City were liquidated a 

month later due to overwhelming debts; in any event, The New Saints were 

granted a domestic license by the Football Association of Wales in April 2010 and 

remained at Park Hall for season 2010/11.  

The Ground 

The question is? Is it a football ground with a sports centre attached or is it a 

sports centre with an all-weather pitch attached?  I would go for the latter. This is 

a really poor ground from a spectator’s point of view. How it passes UEFA 

regulations is amazing. Obviously, it must have the correct facilities out of site but 

when they played Bohemians the official entrance also had a trestle table inside 

selling souvenirs. It was a bit of a tight squeeze especially when the match officials 

arrived with their kit bags!  

Basically, there is a 4g with hard standing on all four sides. This is complemented 

by a temporary seated stand with a plastic canvas roof. Along one side of the pitch 

are the sports centre/country club facilities which include the changing rooms. 

The facilities are very nice inside with the football club’s presence very low key.  

The Game 

I wasn’t looking forward to this fixture after my previous attempts to see a game 

here but I’ve got to say I really enjoyed the day out. It was a nice sunny day 

watching football in a very relaxed atmosphere. Aberystwyth were denied a 

blatant penalty in the first five minutes and after that it was one-way traffic. The 

full time TNS side looked fitter, quicker and stronger than their opponents as they 

cruised to a comfortable win. The 5–0 score could have easily been double figures.  

The Aberystwyth supporters tried their best to support their side and the TNS 

support was very subdued.  

The Programme 

Sold from the turnstiles this is a nice little programme. A5 in size and colour glossy 

throughout it is well presented despite one page being printed twice.  

The Special Guest?  

None other than Manchester United’s, Michael Owen. I didn’t see him but he was 

there to watch his brother in law, Richie Partridge, of TNS play.  

Despite their undoubted success it looks like TNS have not captured the local 

public’s imagination which is a bit of a disappointment for them to say the least. 

Continued success and European football on a regular basis just do not do it for the 

people of Oswestry and its surrounds.  
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