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TT No.18: Gyles Basey-Fisher - Tues 10th August; Hertford Town v Langford; 

South Midlands Premier Division; Kick off 7.45pm; Result: 1-1; Admission £5.00; 

Programme £1.00 (20pages); Attendance: 68. 

Firstly, my luck is definitely on the turn, last season this game would have been a 

goner. A business appointment in London meant an opportunity to do a ground on 

the outskirts of London, but with the heavens opening mid-afternoon I had that 

déjà vu feeling driving down the A10 at about 17.30pm. 

As I reached the ground, now raining even harder, I was met by the turnstile 

operator sweeping the access water away; never a good sign and he refused to 

take my admission money; definitely not a good sign and the referee on the pitch 

doing an inspection, the worst sign possible. I find that a pitch inspection is 99 

times out of 100 only going to go one way, but this is where my luck is changing as 

despite the two teams, looking on, fully clothed and ready to go home, puddles 

beginning to form on the pitch and the rain still bucketing down, the referee gave 

the thumbs up. 

Every now and then you visit a ground, which brings out the archaeologist in you, 

when doing the circuit you catch glimpses of what used to be, railway sleeper 

covered in thick grass (East Ham United), banking, but with contours of terracing 

still just visible (Consett) and signs of old stands like rusting steel posts cut down 

at ground level (Workington behind the far goal) or bits of wall or footing 

(Skegness Town). Well Hertford Town's Hertingfordbury Park has the signs of past 

greatness. 

You enter the reasonable sized car park down a narrow lane and enter the ground 

through a turnstile on the corner of the ground. Behind the near goal is an 

impressive covered terrace, The Stable End, which stretches the length of the goal 

line and consists of six row of concrete terracing which continues around to the 

corner before reducing down to nothing. 

Now this is where your imagination can begin to create a picture of what used to 

be. Firstly, as you turn the corner there are two very worn out turnstiles. This side 

is extremely overgrown with grass standing three 3ft high, but you just know that 

under there somewhere is some old terracing. The centre section is still visible due 

to having a cover that was only lost in the last 10 to 15years; there is a picture of 

it in Kerry Miller's Non-League Football Grounds book from the mid Nineties. The 

front walls of the stand still exist and beyond this is another overgrown grass bank 

running to the other corner. Some clubs would have flattened this side and had 

tarmac laid, so thank god Hertford Town, probably, can’t afford to do it! The far 

end is flat concrete standing. The Main Stand, on the half way line is an old 

wooden structure with seats which act as a museum because they range from the 

original wooden seats, with the back row being plastic seats with holes (Main Stand 

Watford FC) and other types of seating from the last few decades quite possibly 



coming from other grounds in the areas. The stand also houses the changing rooms; 

a small clubhouse, which replaced the much larger one burnt down and eight old 

rusting floodlights. 

The game started in possibly the worst of the conditions and I think the referee 

must have been having doubts whether he had made the right choice, but the 

Langford players decided, right from the word go to play the ball on the deck and 

their quick passing made a mockery of the heavy pitch. With the rain abating after 

about 10minutes we could all settle down and concentrate on the game. 

Surprisingly with Langford’s quick passing and clever use of the wings, it took them 

until the 32nd minute to take the lead when a cross from Angus Steward was met 

by Jamie Peters in the 6yd box.  

The second half could not have been more different. Langford never came close to 

matching their first half efforts and slowly Hertford Town got to grips with the 

pitch and equalised from a long ball, which caught the Langford defence flat 

footed and Attila Korsoveczki poked the ball home in the 52nd minute. Hertford 

Town now virtually camped in the Langford half came close on numerous occasions 

with the best two chances coming in the last 10 minutes. On 80mins a neat build 

up on the left-hand side resulted in the ball being squared to the totally un-

marked Korsoveczki who, with an unguarded net waiting, managed to find the side 

netting. Finally, with little over 2 minutes remaining, a corner fizzed in caused the 

keeper to punch goal-wards, but it was cleared off the line although many thought 

it had gone in. 

A word about the referee. He was clearly being assessed and seven bookings and 5 

minutes of added time in both halves proves this. He was hounded for his decisions 

throughout - for deliberate hand ball; not retreating 10 yards at a free kick; back 

chatting and late tackles are all bookable offences, so well done to the young 

referee especially for not calling it off! 
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