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TT No.191: Mike Latham - Saturday 5th March 2011: Emirates Scottish Junior Cup 

4th Round Replay: Kirkintilloch Rob Roy 2-1 Hill of Beath Hawthorn; Att: 350 

(est.); Admn: £5; No programme; FGIF Match Rating: 3*. 

For once a Saturday morning dawned clear and fair and far-off trips could be 

contemplated without recourse to hours in front of the computer checking weather 

reports and club websites; so, on an eerily quiet M6 and M74 I headed north to tick 

off a ground that had long been on my ‘wants list’.  

Kirkintilloch is a substantial town of around 20,000 inhabitants, situated about 

eight or nine miles north-east of Glasgow with glorious distant views over to the 

Campsie Fells. The town’s football club was formed way back in 1878 and named 

after the Scottish warrior, Rob Roy. Nicknamed the Rabs or the Roy, they now play 

at Adamslie Park on the Glasgow Road out of town, just behind a petrol station. 

The ground has staged the Kirkintilloch Highland Games in the past but these days 

is used solely for football; it’s a classic junior ground and one that may not be 

around too much longer so is well worth a visit.  

Adamslie Park has a classic pavilion building on the half-way line closest to the 

main road and a covered terrace alongside; the playing area is surrounded by an 

oval-shaped surround, formerly boasting a cinder running track and with grass 

banked terracing on the far side. There used to be a grandstand here but that is 

long demolished and the area where it was located is now fenced off by a sturdy 

metal surround. The appearance of the ground has been greatly enhanced by the 

placing of several benches which afford a great view of play, especially on such a 

gloriously sunny afternoon as this one. There’s an excellent tea bar and club 

souvenirs including replica tops and scarves are available for sale, while the team 

line-ups are thoughtfully pinned up by the entrance. But for the lack of 

programmes here’s a club that ticks off most of the groundhopper’s basic needs.  

Rob Roy play in distinctive red and black hooped jerseys; those colours were worn 

by several famous alumni, including Celtic’s Lisbon Lion Steve Chalmers, Blackpool 

favourite Tony Green and Rangers legend George Young. Rob Roy have won the 

Scottish Junior Cup on three occasions, the last in 1962 and were beaten finalists 

another five times; in 2009 they reached the semi-finals for the first time in 30 

years before losing to eventual winners, Auchinleck Talbot.  

‘Kirkintilloch’ is derived from a Celtic name translating as "Fort at the end of the 

hillock" but is often colloquially known as ‘Kirkie.’ Old town it might be but 

progress continues with many road developments around the town and I can vouch 

that old versions of satnav will struggle to keep up if travelling by road; far better, 

in my experience, to stop, wind down your window and ask a friendly local.  

Founded in 1878, Rob Roy are one of the oldest Scottish Junior clubs still in 

existence. They had several previous home grounds before settling at Adamslie 



Park in 1926; the ground having previously been home to the defunct Kirkintilloch 

Harp. The pavilion was officially opened in 1955 but looks older.  

Kirkintilloch was transformed with the building of the Forth and Clyde Canal in 

1773, helping develop the town as an inland port. In the 1820s a railway link was 

established allowing it to further develop as an industrial centre for weaving and 

as a major shipbuilding centre for both canal and ocean sailing. These days 

Kirkintilloch is promoted as the "Canal Capital of Scotland" and as a centre for 

walkers exploring the nearby hills.  

A "dry town" for much of its recent history, with the sale of alcohol on public 

premises banned from 1923 until 1967, Kirkintilloch has recently developed a 

reputation as the butt of comedian Frankie Boyle’s jokes on his stand-up tour.  

On a glorious spring-like afternoon Rob Roy earned a fifth-round trip to Glenrothes 

with a 2-1 victory. They were two goals to the good and seemingly coasting before 

the visitors were awarded a rather soft penalty which gave them hope. A game 

that was far from dirty and which produced some excellent football from both 

sides was marred by the referee deciding to play card bingo in the closing stages; a 

plethora of yellows and two reds saw the visitors finish with nine men. Despite all 

that, tempers on the terraces remained calm and the Hill of Beath supporters, a 

real friendly lot were a credit to their club.  

Rob Roy may well be leaving Adamslie Park in the near future for a new ground on 

the other side of town; the ground is earmarked for housing development and the 

social club has already been demolished. If you get the chance to visit a classic old 

ground then take it; I was certainly glad I made the effort. 
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