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TT No.207: Ian Hill – Sat 19th March 2011; Redditch United v Workington Reds; 

Blue Square North; Result: 1-1; Att: 208; Admission: £9.00; Programme: £2.00: 

Rating: 0. 

Background 

Quite simply two clubs who do not like each other.  I won’t go into the history as it 

doesn’t need to be dragged up. On the other hand, I don’t think a trip to Redditch 

is the highlight of any club in the Blue Square North. On their supporter’s website 

there is a comment that only Blyth Spartans like them and that’s it!  

Redditch United have been a severe financial trouble this season which has 

resulted in them not paying wages in the second half of the season. A couple of 

days before the game the club were taken over by local entrepreneur Chris Swan 

who has come to the club’s rescue. There was a buoyant atmosphere at the game 

as United can now look forward to a positive future even though they will probably 

be relegated.  

The Valley Stadium 

It is a very difficult place to play mainly due to the uneven, bouncy and sloping (in 

all directions) pitch. I quite like this ground as it is quite quirky with its unusual 

main stand but overall, I don’t think it has ever seen better days. To be frank it’s 

not a welcoming place and can sometimes be a bit edgy at times when the “Chavs” 

are in attendance. Today the small band of Redditch “ultras” tried to make a bit 

of noise with their drum and bloke on the cymbals-combo. That’s a first at a 

football ground for me!  

Programme 

Programmes are sold inside the ground as you enter through the turnstiles. 

Unfortunately, the Redditch United issue this season is very poor compared to 

previous seasons. The A5 issue consists of 24 professionally printed colour pages 

and mainly relies on non-league news to fill space. It isn’t value for money for 

£2.00 but due to the club’s financial problems it is a lot better than I expected.  

The Game 

Quite simply – awful. Workington never play well here and the Reds put in a 

shocking performance against the bottom of the league side. Redditch opened the 

scoring through a highly dubious penalty, which, we expect to be given against the 

Reds on a regular basis. It looked like Redditch would hold on for their third win of 

the season despite Workington creating a few opportunities which they couldn’t 

take. They finally evened things up with a goal from Johnny Wright.   

Ref Watch 



Despite the award of a very dubious penalty to Redditch and giving a few puzzling 

decisions against both sides, Mr Yates of Stoke, didn’t do too bad compared to 

normal standards in this league.  

Overall 

It will probably be a long time before Redditch and Workington will play each 

other again in a league fixture but maybe that isn’t a bad thing. I don’t think my 

Sat-Nav could survive another trip around the mean streets of Redditch. 
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