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TT No.248: Richard Panter - Sat 16th April 2011; Tranmere Rovers v Dagenham & 

Redbridge; League One; Score: 2-0; Atte: 4562 (away fans 190); Admn: £18.50; 

Prog: 72 pp, £3; Fanzine: 36pp £2. Match rating: ***. 

Number 60 of the current 92 saw me at Prenton Park, the well-established and 

well-tended home of Tranmere Rovers. Now when I was a lad in the sixties Rovers 

were always one of the strugglers down in the depths of the Football League. They 

always seemed to be slugging it out with the likes of Rochdale, Reading, Wrexham 

and the like. In those days I formed the impression that the ground would be one 

of the older-type hemmed in by terraced houses, the passage of time had not 

modified this view. So, it was a bit of a surprise to see the ground located amid 

post war semi-detached houses on two sides. 

On a brilliantly sunny spring day the circumnavigation of the ground was completed 

and the exterior met with my approval. Two sides backed onto roads, one of which 

was a major road to the Mersey Tunnel. The Kop stood in front of a bar and other 

offices. The main stand was framed by car parking. The sight of the Kop behind the 

south goal was most impressive as it towered high above the road and nearby 

houses. I had intended to secure a place in there, but as the top tier was not used, 

I switched to plan B. Plan B was to go in the away end, thereby enjoying a good 

view of said Kop. 

The away stand (Cow Shed) is the one which looks rather small and peculiar on TV. 

In reality it is has plenty of spacious seats and as far as I could tell every seat had 

an unobstructed view of the playing area. To the left stood a single tier stand 

which spanned the whole of the east side, this was called the Johnny King stand. 

Then it is the Kop with a large police box in the corner. Next up is the main stand. 

TV makes this look sleek and modern to my eyes, but all is not as it seems. The 

stand is old and a bit rough round the outside edges and it has a vast array of 

different coloured plastic seats, this spectrum effect is advanced as many seats 

are at various stages of UV fading. This is the only stand with support pillars. 

Prenton Park was far better than I had expected, neater, tidier, better designed, 

more spacious and spotlessly clean.  

As soon as I approached the ground, I had a beam on my face as I saw a chap 

selling copied of a Tranmere fanzine GUAR (Give Us A Roar). My £2 secured me a 

copy of number 67 this 36 glossy page publication, now in its sixth season. As of 

yet I have but glanced at this, but there looks plenty of interesting articles in it. 

The club programme was £3 and spanned 72 full colour pages. Plenty was said 

about the first-time visitors of the day, and a page was dedicated to a review of 

the programmes issued for other first timers (Hereford, Rushden and Wigan). A 

fiver well spent here I feel. 

Immediately before the teams came out the PA man said that Tranmere Rovers FC 

wished Dagenham a warm welcome on their first ever visit to Prenton Park. A nice 



thoughtful gesture which was totally eclipsed by the home supporters who stood 

up and loudly applauded this sentiment. In these days of cynical win at any cost 

and recognise only your own team, this sportsmanship brought a lump to my 

throat. Evergreen Daggers custodian, Tony Roberts literally had the Kop roaring in 

laughter in the second half and the locals also joined the away fans and chanted 

his name when former Rover Bas Savage (Spiderman hair-do and all!) took to the 

field. I also had long chat with a very young-looking police inspector in the ground 

which added to the opinion I was forming of the people from this part of the 

Wirral. Great people and top football fans. 

Put succinctly, Rovers banished their lingering relegation fears with a well-

deserved win against their struggling visitors. Two headed goals in the first half 

settled things. The game was competitive but never dirty and there were no 

displays of petulance or dissent. It was simply a display from honest players in 

front of good and true fans. 
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