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TT No.271: Stuart J Pykett - Mon 2nd May 2011; Stockton Town v New Marske; 

Wearside League; Result: 2-2; Admission: £1.00; Programme: None issued. 

A free bank holiday Monday allowed me to complete the Wearside League grounds. 

Stockton Town were new entrants to the league this season and they have held 

their own comfortably in mid table in their debut season. 

They play on the site of Stockton 6th Form College and I found the whole set up a 

lot better than I was expecting. 

They seem to be a well organised, ambitious club. They have their own club house 

room with a spacious bar and you are left with no doubt as to where you are with 

murals on the walls depicting the club badge in various places in the complex. 

I phoned the friendly Chairman (who doubles up as team manager!) prior to the 

game and he said they have only very sporadically issued programmes this season 

(a regular comment in the Wearside league unfortunately, from my experience) 

but he kindly brought down an excellent glossy 8 pager from their first game in the 

Teesside league Division Two from last season depicting 'Commemorative first 

issue' on the cover! He said they hoped to issue programmes on a regular basis and 

produce club badges next season. He went on to say he just hasn't had the time in, 

this, their first season in the league. 

On leaving the college/club room you turn left and walk up to the entrance where 

you pay £1.00 admission. The pitches are all enclosed in green security fencing and 

it is a very large area indeed. To my surprise the 1st team pitch is at the far end in 

the distance and after the walk to the pitch you find it very smartly enclosed with 

tough plastic two bar rails with similar Perspex dug outs. Like many Wearside 

grounds there is no cover. 

This is a very exposed location and today we had bright warm sunshine but a very 

cool gusty wind blowing straight down the pitch. I wouldn't think it's too 

comfortable on a cold winters' day! 

With the wind blowing strongly and a bone hard pitch though reasonably well 

grassed, I wasn't expecting a classic game particularly from players at this level. 

However, I was pleasantly surprised as both sides tried their hardest to get the ball 

down and play football though not always successfully due to the conditions. The 

game ended in a fair 2-2 draw with four well taken goals and just a couple of 

bookings. 

New Marske have games in hand and can still, I believe, claim runners up spot. 

Stockton have been playing Saturday, Wednesday, Monday, Wednesday, Saturday, 

mostly at home and were due to host Kirkbymoorside this coming Wednesday 

evening! Fortunately, they seem to have a big squad to utilise and they can be 

happy with their first season in the league. 



I can recommend a visit to this friendly, well-run club. 
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