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TT No.100: Keith Aslan - Sat 9th February 2013; Lutterworth Athletic v Holwell 

Sports; East Midlands Counties League; Kick-Off: 1500; Result: 0-3; Admission: £4; 

Programme: £1; Attendance: 43 (40 home, 2 away & 1 neutral). 

If you like a bit of unpredictability in your life, groundhopping is the hobby for you. 

On Friday evening I had my bucket and spade already packed for a day by the 

seaside at Lyme Regis when a call to their ultra-helpful secretary (aren't they all?) 

revealed their match the following day was unlikely to go ahead due to, surprise, 

surprise, a waterlogged pitch. Their last home league game was played in October 

and the pitch wasn't up to another game on it quite so soon. So, I set off in the 

opposite direction to re-complete the East Midlands Counties League with 

newcomers Lutterworth Athletic, a club clearly destined for greater things. They 

have swapped grounds with Lutterworth Town and anyone visiting the ground a 

year ago would not recognise it now.  

Railed off with hard standing and a new stand with seats from the old Leicester 

United ground, things are looking up, and with another stand and new turnstiles 

planned during the summer break, this will be by far the best ground in the 

league. All the funding is coming from the dedicated work of their officials without 

any help from a sugar daddy. I had a long conversation with the gateman and chief 

fundraiser and was mighty impressed. Anyone who can sell 34 advertising boards at 

£300 a throw in the current financial climate should be running the country. Most 

refreshing was when I asked where the club wanted to be football-wise to be told 

they have no immediate plans to go beyond their current level and they need to 

complete the groundworks, then replenish the coffers before having any thoughts 

of moving any higher. Makes a nice change from "a twenty, year plan to get into 

the Premier league" a certain Northern Premier League chairman is always talking 

about. The ground is situated in a sports centre surrounded by tennis courts and 5-

a-side pitches. It has a nice bar and refreshment area which does hot drinks and I 

did see people with food although I didn't sample any myself having had a pre-

emptive strike on Greggs in Rugby beforehand.  

The only problem for the carless hopper is that the ground isn't very close to 

Lutterworth. Coming from London, Rugby is the railhead (although Leicester is also 

feasible) with an hourly bus service, get off at Bitteswell which is the village a 

couple of miles north of Lutterworth. Rugby station has certainly improved since 

my last visit, although whether the improvements are worth the 10 years of train-

less weekends is debateable. The ground is about a 25 minute walk from Bitteswell 

which is very frustrating as the bus goes within 10 minutes of the ground but there 

is no bus stop, and as I was told in no uncertain terms, this isn't a route where you 

can get on and off the bus anywhere you want. I noticed a number of double 

decker buses going along the main road behind the ground during the match which 

I assume is a fast service to Leicester, but I would think the problem of lack of bus 

stops would also apply to this route.  



The match itself was highly entertaining, plenty of goalmouth action with the 

visitors winning it with three goals in the last half hour. Well done to the referee 

who started the game bang on time but quite why he felt 18 minutes was required 

for half time is beyond me. The programme said this was "a must win game" I've 

never quite understood what that means. As they didn't win it what terrible fate 

will befall them? My local cinema is constantly showing "must see films" I've never 

seen any of them and my life is still jogging along quite happily. I will end this 

"must read" report with praise for Virgin Trains (and they aren't words you won't 

see in the same sentence very often) who performed very well today. All they 

need to do now is to create a fare structure that normal people can afford and it 

will be just like British Rail (almost). 
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