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TT No.2: Mike Latham - Tuesday 13 August 2013: Lock Stock Welsh Alliance
Division 2: St Asaph 4-0 Greenfield; No admission or programme; Raffle taken;
Attendance: 80 (h/c); FGIF Match Rating: 4*.

My first game of football for nearly three months and a really good way back into
the swing of things. There were several options for new grounds on a mild and
sunny evening and | eventually chose to visit St Asaph, a delightful place in North
Wales where I’d spent many days as a youngster visiting relatives.

St Asaph has been in the news of late, becoming Wales’ newest city despite having
a population of around 3,500. It grew around its cathedral, founded in the sixth
century but neighbouring Rhyl and Prestatyn, coastal towns a few miles to the
north are the more popular tourist destinations especially in summer time.

Newcomers to the Alliance this season after sweeping all before them in the Vale
of Clwyd and Conwy Premier League, St Asaph FC play at Roe Plas Meadows, a
parkland, tree-lined setting next to the river in the centre of the city. It’s a lovely
place to watch football, especially on a nice evening and the locals were friendly.

The roped-off pitch was in excellent condition, having been the recipient of a
UEFA hardship grant after the recent devastating floods which did so much damage
and there is a pavilion from where drinks were dispensed at cheerful prices. No
admission was taken but a club official went around selling raffle tickets and said
there were plans to introduce a programme in due course. St Asaph play in red and
black striped jerseys and have a good tempo and style about their play. I’d seen
Greenfield a few times last season and reckoned they were a well organised side,
but they were second best on this occasion.

There are no seats or covered areas so the ground may not be the best to visit on a
wet day though there is plenty of parking. | enjoyed the game, fast and free-
flowing and played in good spirit without one caution. St Asaph look a decent side
and boast an excellent striker, their number ten. His touch, finishing prowess and
movement belonged to several leagues higher. St Asaph is the birthplace of a
legendary football striker, Liverpool’s lan Rush; | am not suggesting he was in his
class, but he was good, very, very good.

One-up at half-time St Asaph won at a canter in the end. The league website later
gave the attendance as 150, but | counted 80 mid-way through the first-half.
Surprisingly | didn’t see any other hoppers in attendance. This venue comes highly
recommended. | thought it was a very good addition to a league | really like
visiting.
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