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TT No.24: Mike Latham - Sat 12 October 2013- Stagecoach West of Scotland
League Central District Second Division: East Kilbride Thistle 1-3 Vale of Leven;
Att: 80 (h/c); Admission: £4; Programme: £1.50; FGIF Match Rating: 4*.

Breakfast in Moffat- or not as the case may be. The Café Ariete in Moffat is in my
opinion the finest café in the Kingdom. But they have a strict policy- they don’t
serve breakfast in the afternoon (or ‘ne’er in the afternoon’ as the menu informs.
‘Please do not order as a refusal often offends’).

Despite my best endeavours | arrived five minutes after the deadline. Moffat was
busy with tourists and shoppers and the café had a vibrant feel. Despite the fact
that | am a regular customer and was afforded my favourite seat in the window the
chances of ordering a Scottish breakfast were less than nil. No problem, | respect
rules and tradition. | made do with a sausage baguette and a superb coffee, the
quality of which some of the outlets on the motorway north can only dream about
dispensing. Thus, fortified | headed into South Lanarkshire.

An afternoon of startling contrasts, all within two miles of one another began in
East Kilbride on a dull and chilly autumnal afternoon. East Kilbride, located nine
miles south-east of Glasgow was designated Scotland’s first New Town after the
Second World War and Thistle was formed relatively recently, in 1968. They lifted
the Junior Cup in 1983. Previously I’d heard some horror stories from
groundhoppers about the state of the Show Park ground and had approached the
visit with some trepidation. Unkempt, uncared for, litter bins over flowing, open
drains were some of the things I’d been told- and with Thistle plummeting down
the pyramid and propping up the lowest tier of the West Juniors without a point all
season the portents did not appear to be too good.

Like anything in life it’s best to experience things for yourself before forming an
opinion. And a visit here warmed the heart; | have rarely enjoyed a Scottish
Juniors game as much. Thistle’s ground is located in the old part of East Kilbride,
and, true enough, the car park is rutted, waterlogged in parts and needs attention.
But the ground itself has obviously benefitted from a lot of tender loving care over
the summer months, the perimeter fences neatly painted, the grass banks neatly
mown, the walls painted with the football club emblem, the tea hut smartened up
and, to top it all, a lovely colour programme was on sale at the entrance.

This hardly looked like a club down on at its lowest ebb, and even though Thistle
have experienced some dark times of late | feel sure there is a base of support
here to stimulate a revival. Despite their dismal form, which meant that the
management team changed in the week leading up to this game around 80
spectators lined the ground, most leaning on the perimeter fence nearest the
entrance, a few huddling from the chill of the wind in the shelter that, strangely is
a good twenty yards from the touchline. The pitch though still bumpy and with
grass too long in parts had obviously benefitted from a lot of work on the drainage




over the summer and should avoid the number of postponements that have
afflicted Thistle in recent seasons.

Despite their poor league form Thistle started brightly and were easily the better
team in a fast and fluid game in the opening stages. They even took the lead in the
sixth minute with a well-worked goal as they beat the visitors’ offside trap. But as
so often happens to teams down on their luck, Thistle’s equaliser, from a free-kick
that was struck through the defensive wall led to a drop in confidence and the
visitors went in ahead at half-time after another defensive mistake. They sealed
the game with a well-taken third midway through the second half but Thistle
continued to press and tried hard until the finish. | wish them well in their attempt
to recover past glories.
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