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TT No.26: Gary Spooner - Sat 12th October 2013; SV Wiesbaden 1899 v Rot Weiss
Hadamar; Hessenliga; Result: 0-1; Attendance: 150-200; Admission: 7 Euros;
Programme: 6pp, Free.

Not my first choice of game yesterday. | should have been at the marvellous 100-
year-old Ellenfeld Stadion, home of Borussia Neunkirchen. However, an “incident”
led to several cancelled trains and | ended up at the Helmut Schon Sportpark,
home of SV Wiesbaden 1899 which is next door to the Brita Arena, home of Wehen
Wiesbaden of Bundesliga 3.

Helmut Schon, the legendary German manager started his managerial career at SV
Wiesbaden 1899 and his picture adorns the match ticket which | was given after
paying 7 euros admission. A six-page programme / newsletter was given free and
the welcome | received was very warm.

The ground is another lower league gem with lots of terracing though there were
few spectators standing on them with most of the 150 -200 crowd choosing to sit in
the stand which offered some respite from the biting cold. The tower opposite the
main stand consisted of very large and very loud speakers and is certainly the best
sound system | have ever seen at a football ground. Would love to blast The Clash
through them! Food, beer and hot drinks were available and the piping hot tea
(not common in Germany where normally only coffee is available) and sausage cob
| had were most welcome at half-time.

Finally, onto the game itself which was poor (it ended 4-3 at Neunkirchen!) though
the goal direct from a long-range free kick was a cracker.
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