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TT No.79: Keith Aslan - Sat 15th March 2014; Shaw Lane Aquaforce v Shirebrook;
North East Counties Division 1; Kick-Off: 15.03; Result: 2-1; Admission: £4;
Programme: £1.50; Attendance: 128 (102 home; 24 away & 2 neutral).

Big day for me this. For the first time | have completed steps 1 to 6 and to
celebrate | ticked off both (yes there are two) Greggs' in the Meadowhall Shopping
Centre. For the auto-motive disenfranchised, there are three ways to get to
Barnsley from Kings Cross or St. Pancras. All of which are pretty much the same
time-wise so all you will need is access to a computer, a degree in mathematics
and a couple of hours spare to work out the cheapest route.

Barnsley is trying to reinvent itself as a tourist destination and good luck to them
with that. Right at the top of a list of conversations you will never hear is "Where
shall we go for our holidays?"; "Let’s try Barnsley this year". You can call the local
museum "The Barnsley Experience”; you can rename the area "Michael Parkinson
Country” (OK | made the last one up) but some things are just not meant to be.
Another downer is that Barnsley has a microclimate. While the rest of the country
was bathed in hot sunshine and in Meadowhall people were sunbathing, 20 minutes
up the line.

Barnsley was freezing cold and the ground being at the top of a hill, without
exaggeration, the wind chill factor bought the temperature down to around
freezing.

The ground, about a 20-minute walk from the station is in, no surprises here, Shaw
Lane. If you get lost just ask for the cricket ground which is adjacent. A very
pleasant situation with a fairly large seated stand at the far side inside of which
are hot and cold drinks, pies, sausages rolls and man-sized Cornish pasties all
served by a very pleasant young lady. Free team sheets are also available from
here.

The ground has two and a half sides with the area behind the far goal out of
bounds, as is half the nearside which contains a brand-new changing block where
the players can emerge unhindered by spectators. Shaw Lane are in a three-way
battle for the championship with Cleethorpes and Bottesford. This useful 2-1 win
was achieved with the help of a remarkable second half display of time wasting by
the home keeper making him somewhat unpopular with the sizeable Shirebrook
gathering behind his goal (the referee waved his watch about a lot but didn't book
him; indeed the yellow card the keeper did receive came when he joined in the
obligatory mass brawl and he moved the fastest he'd done all afternoon to get a
piece of the action).

The first twenty minutes was dominated by the home side, 2-0 up with one away
supporter muttering "this could get embarrassing”. It didn't and the rest of the
match was even stevens' with Shirebrook just the one goal in arrears at the
interval. Every time the home side scored the tannoy blasted out a couple of lines




from 70's soul legends Real Thing's greatest (only?) hit - "Can you feel the force".
Aquaforce. Geddit?

The programme says there is much work to be done in the summer putting in new
drainage so hopefully they won't have so many call-offs next season. Pity they
can't do something about the wind. Looking good for promotion, this friendly club
is on the way up. A good one to finish Step 6 with.

04/20




