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TT No.79: Keith Aslan - Sat 11th April 2015; YORKSHIRE AMATEUR LEAGUE v York 

Football League; FA Inter League Cup; Venue: West Riding County FA Ground; 

Kick-Off: 15.01; Result 2-1; Admission & Programme: £3; Attendance: 50 (32 home, 

13 away & 5 neutral). 

Another one crossed off my longstanding "to do" list, the West Riding county 

ground has proved elusive over a number of years. There are no lack of games 

here, at this time of year there are two or three matches a week with cup finals 

and semis, youth, women and veterans providing a rich and varied fixture list.   

The county FA website has full details and everything played here has a paper 

accompaniment. No, the problem for me is virtually everything is midweek which 

would require an overnight stay in Leeds and no football match is worth that. So, 

thanks go to the boys from the Yorkshire Amateur League for arranging this match 

on this day at Farsley Celtic. Someone dropped a boo-boo and hadn't noticed that 

Albion Sports groundshare at Farsley meaning the ground is in use every Saturday. 

They sussed out a couple of weeks beforehand that their chosen ground would be 

unavailable and as the date couldn't be changed, the venue could, and while not 

being able to see premium Yorkshire League action was the Farsley denizens' loss, 

it was most certainly this groundhoppers gain.  

The West Riding County ground is not where you would expect it find it. Although 

it has an LE postcode it's Leeds, but not as we know it. The ground is in the middle 

of the countryside with not a house in sight. It is surrounded by woodland walks, 

canals and long-distance footpaths. Absolutely beautiful, and hard to believe it is 

only one stop from Leeds Central. Woodlesford is the station you need with about 

a 15-minute walk and one of the few grounds you can approach through a wood. 

Everything is spick and span here with the headquarter buildings behind the near 

goal. This also contains a plush bar come restaurant. Hot drinks and dinky little 

cakes (with real cream if I'm not mistaken) were available for the bargain price of 

ten bob but the sumptuous post-match banquet was for officials only. The 'suits', 

(which made up about half the crowd) sure know how to look after themselves. 

The building is adorned with lots of football memorabilia including the original 

minutes from the first West Riding FA AGM in 1896.   

Fully railed the ground has a large seated stand running virtually the entire length 

of the pitch. With verdant woods and fields providing a back drop this is a lovely 

setting to watch football. There are also wooden chairs and tables behind the goal 

which would be just the job to sit on with a pint of lager and watch the game on a 

nice warm day which this wasn't.  

Arriving one and a half hours before kick-off I had an interesting exchange with the 

'suit' on the gate. Programme with admission so I said I'd pay now then come back 

later. No can do, if I paid, I had to come in straight away and he wasn't going to let 

me have a programme (even though I'd paid for it) if I was just going to walk away. 



I did try arguing my point with logic, but this was a football administrator so that 

was never going to work, in the end we came to a compromise. He would save a 

programme for me for when I came back.   

Never seen a match in this competition before and I don't expect most of them are 

as good as this. The York League looked like world beaters in the first 20 minutes 

and the fact they only scored one goal in that period was down to a combination of 

abysmal finishing and the home goalkeeper being on the top of his game. 0-1 at 

half time the Yorkshire Amateur League began the second half with the same 

dominance their opponents had shown in the first period, only they managed to 

score twice in the same timescale. The balance shifted again and the last 25 

minutes was all York as they strove for the equalizer, the fact they didn't get it 

was again in no small part down to the home sides Kojak-esque keeper.  

The winners of the Inter-League cup go on to represent England in Europe, I think 

Jersey were our representatives last time out. A fairly new cup, this is an excellent 

competition proving that football administrators do come up with some good ideas. 

Occasionally! 
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