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TT No.19: Keith Aslan - Sat 24th October 2015; Whitchurch Alport v Widnes; 

North West Counties League Division One; Kick-Off: 14.59; Result; 3-3; Admission & 

Programme: £5; Attendance: 54 (45 home, 8 away & 1 neutral). 

Plan B was put into operation after the eagerly anticipated Middlesex League hop 

match was cancelled due to the pitch being too small. As AFC Wembley had been 

quite happily playing on it for the past couple of seasons I assume "hop" games 

require different dimensions.  

Whitchurch is a pleasant market town in Shropshire with a station on the Crewe to 

Shrewsbury line. Good to see the Christmas displays all up and running, shops leave 

these things so late nowadays. Although the ground is only 300 yards from the 

station, constricted by having to use roads it is a twelve-minute walk. The club is 

named after Alport Farm on whose land the ground was built when the club was 

formed in 1946. Very neat and tidy there is a small seated stand along the 

nearside, with another very new stand along the far side, erected to comply with 

N.W. Counties ground grading as was the concrete path round the ground. The 

floodlights are very impressive, four tall pylons each containing sixteen large bulbs 

and I would imagine the place cuts quite a dash for midweek games. New to the 

league this season, their original application was turned down by the F.A. but 

overturned on appeal. Apparently, the Mercian League didn't want to lose them 

and you can see why.  

The cosy clubhouse was serving hot food and drinks an hour before kick-off. It had 

Sky Sports which produced the best laugh of the day. Diminutive Punster Tony 

Cottee reporting from Fulham's early kick-off said it was the most one-sided match 

he'd seen all season and it was only a matter of how many Reading (2-0 up at the 

time) were going to score. After a brief spell of studio banter and an ad. break we 

went back to the former Everton frontman who somewhat red faced reported that 

Fulham had just scored 3 goals in 5 minutes to take the lead. Not quite so one 

sided as he'd have us believe!  

Having rained all morning the weather forecast was spot on in its prediction that 

things were going to brighten up by 3 o clock and the match was played in 

‘warmish’ October sunshine. Plenty to enjoy in this game with Whitchurch, who 

had only won one game all season, surprising everyone, including themselves I 

suspect, by racing into a two-goal lead. Widnes pulled one back by half time, and 

25 minutes into the second half were 3-2 up before Alport equalized right at the 

death. Given that 9 of Whitchurch's 15 games have finished as draws this wasn't an 

altogether unexpected result.  

In Sundays Non-League Paper there was an article on three recent games being 

abandoned due to punch ups with the paper opining "The incidents have raised 

questions over the FA's Respect campaign. "Well knock me down with a feather, 



are they really saying that the enforced pre-match handshakes aren't working. 

Who'd have thought it''! 
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