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TT No.26: Mike Latham - Sat 21 Nov 2015: Lock Stock Welsh Alliance Div. 2: 

Prestatyn Sports 4-0 Mochdre Sports; Attendance: 20 (h/c); No admission or 

programme; Venue: at Gronant Playing Field. 

Prestatyn Sports came into the Welsh Alliance this season and I was interested to 

see how they had adapted to the higher level of football since leaving the Vale of 

Clywd & Conwy League. Their own ground is Prestatyn is currently not up to 

standard for the Welsh Alliance and so they have taken up temporary residence in 

the village of Gronant, about three miles to the east on the A548 road to Flint.  

The ground is in Higher Gronant and doubles up as the village and local school 

playing field. Facilities are basic but even on a bitterly cold afternoon the 

compensation is the fantastic view across Liverpool Bay.  

In the near distance is the coastal railway line, a large caravan park and the 

Gronant dunes which form part of an extensive network of dunes which extend 

from Prestatyn to Point of Ayr, where the iconic lighthouse on the beach at 

Talacre Bay is a landmark.  

A colliery operated at Point of Ayr for many years and was one of the last 

remaining operational deep mines in Wales, first opening in 1865 and finally 

closing in 1996. A memorial to the miners stands on just off the A458 to the east.  

These days Point of Ayr is also the point where natural gas from the Celtic gas-

fields comes ashore and is processed and sweetened at a nearby plant. The 

landscape out to sea is now dominated by huge wind turbines and on a clear day 

the views are spectacular from Gronant, and Barrow-in-Furness and the Lakeland 

Fells were clearly visible to the North in the extreme distance.  

Though Gronant is a rudimentary ground with no spectator facilities as such I 

enjoyed my visit here. There is a banking on the nearside that gives a great 

vantage point and the game, between two of the top five sides in the second tier 

of the Welsh Alliance was really entertaining and played in a good spirit.  

I watched the game in the company of two other hoppers, one of whom had come 

up from South Wales by public transport, the other from the Black Country. We 

formed the 'crowd' at kick-off time but by midway through the half numbers had 

swelled to around the 20-mark.  

Prestatyn Sports played some fine football and clearly have several exceptional 

players for this level including their two strikers and their no. 7. They scored inside 

the first two minutes, added a second late in the first-half and two more in the 

second half. It was getting colder and darker by now and the referee's final whistle 

was certainly welcome for most.  

On the way to the ground I passed through Flint, where an archaeologist's dig was 

taking place in the centre, past the grounds of Greenfield and Point of Ayr and 



through Mostyn to Gronant. I really enjoyed my afternoon here and if you choose a 

clear and fine afternoon the views from this ground amply repay the visit and 

make up for the lack of facilities for the spectator.  
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