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TT No.40: Mike Latham - Monday 28 December 2015: Vanarama National League 

North; FC United of Manchester 1-1 Hednesford Town; Att: 3,421; Admission: £9; 

Programme: £2; Filter coffee £1; Chilli and rice: £3.50; 5050 ticket: £1; Parking: 

£3. 

Just over ten years on from their formation FC United of Manchester now have 

their own ground in Moston and have achieved four promotions. It's a remarkable 

achievement for the fans-owned club whose Broadhurst Park ground, though still a 

work-in-progress is a great new venue.  

Opened earlier this year, the location next to Broadhurst Park in a largely 

residential area is ideal for the motorist. I followed the advice on the excellent 

FCUM website and exited J21 of the M60. Two right turns later I paid £3 to park on 

the car park of St Matthews High School on Nuthurst Road, a short walk from the 

stadium. After the game two left turns and I was back on the M60- FCUM could 

hardly be easier to visit and public transport links are also excellent.  

I really enjoyed my visit here and would recommend it to any groundhopper. The 

ground is dominated by the large standing covered end behind the nearside goal, 

the stand transferred from Northwich Victoria's old grounds which was originally 

the iconic Dane Bank terrace at the Drill Field.  

The main stand has several rows of seats and a function room behind which is open 

to spectators. In front is a small terrace. The remaining two ends are currently 

covered but undeveloped but there is plenty of scope for further progress and 

spectators can stand close to the pitch and there is freedom of movement around 

the ground.  

A vast amount, of banners bring colour and life to the stadium and the floodlights 

and pitch are excellent. And there is a remarkable amount of high quality and 

reasonably priced food and drink. I enjoyed excellent chilli and rice before the 

game and others enjoyed a range of delicious looking pies and hot dogs.  

It's a friendly and welcoming atmosphere and the Hednesford fans were allowed to 

mix freely and enjoy the facilities to their utmost instead of the rigid segregation 

imposed further up the pyramid.  

With so many volunteers helping the club progress FCUM are making their mark and 

can be rightly proud of their progress so far. A distinctive and informative 

programme adds to the match day experience.  

A floodlight failure caused a temporary delay late in the game but power was 

swiftly restored. A draw was perhaps a fair result from a frenetic game played at 

high pace but lacking in guile and composure. With both sides in the lower reaches 

of the division they both have much to do to establish themselves at the sixth level 

of the pyramid.  



Many others have written about the FCUM experience so there is no need to repeat 

it here. I went with an open mind and thought it far surpassed my expectations. 

Everyone was friendly and welcoming and there was a great atmosphere inside the 

ground and a complete absence of the kind of hostility towards away fans or the 

neutral you often find further up the pyramid. And the FCUM website is just 

superb, what a magnificent resource it is for a club rapidly making its mark.  
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