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TT No.61: Mike Latham - Saturday 12 March 2016: West Lancashire League - WL 

Richardson Cup First Round; Southport Hesketh 3-3 Crooklands Casuals; 

Attendance: 20 (h/c); No admission or programme; SH won 5-3 on pens. 

Completists call it a 'Champagne Job' and I suppose it was a cause for celebration- I 

settled for a pint of Holt Mild. I managed to complete (again) the West Lancashire 

League, a league I really like, so I'm sure I'll be back for re-visits.  

The league has a superb website that is regularly updated and there is a good spirit 

running through the clubs. Some progress up the ranks and Charnock Richard are 

set to follow in the fairly recent footsteps of the likes of Barnoldswick Town and 

Padiham while others are content to play at levels 7-9 of the pyramid. It's good, 

competitive recreational football, a players' league first and foremost and a 

spectators' league second.  

Southport Hesketh, formerly Fleetwood Hesketh play in the northern part of 

Southport close to the Botanical gardens. It's an area I know well as once bought a 

beagle from nearby Banks. Nowadays Finty, my faithful Border Collie is my 

travelling companion and it was a Champagne job for her as well, though I did 

point out she'd missed the temporary 3G surfaces played on by the likes of Turton, 

Burscough Richmond and Haslingden St Mary's I've visited during the worst of the 

winter months.  

Ah, the weather, a topic never far away from any discussion on recreational 

football. Recurrent postponements threaten the very lifeblood of the game at this 

level as players can often go one, two or even three months with barely a kick in 

anger and are then faced with cramming in three games a week in the last month 

or so of the season once the light nights welcome the onset of Spring. After the 

famine comes the feast.   

Hesketh are a case in point having moved to their new ground off Bankfield Lane 

and changing their name, having previously shared the cricket ground at near-by 

Fleetwood Hesketh.  

It's a lovely, rural setting with some great views inland across farmland in the 

flatlands of West Lancashire and approached via a narrow roadway in between 

house numbers 52 and 54 Bankfield Lane in this salubrious suburb of Southport. But 

Hesketh have been plagued by drainage issues, so much so that this was their first 

home game for over three months and this was the fourth attempt to stage the 

first-round tie in the League's league cup competition. 

They've worked really hard to transform the ground and have erected a neat post 

and rail fence and dug-outs. In recent weeks great work has been undertaken on 

the drains, and finally after a few days of dry weather they can stage a game. It's 

like starting the season all over again.  



The visitors from Dalton-in-Furness scored first, trailed 2-1, then fought back to 

lead 3-2 with a penalty late in the game awarded for pushing. The scorer of what 

could have been the winning goal was then red carded for handball and preventing 

goal-scoring opportunity deep into injury time.  While he was phlegmatically 

contemplating his inevitable red card the home no7 calmly converted to take the 

tie straight to penalties.  

The West Lancashire League has sensibly adopted the rule of foregoing extra-time 

in cup-ties and after the fourth Crooklands penalty taker hit the post the home 

side prevailed 5-3 just before 5 o'clock.  

I enjoyed my visit to a friendly club and wish them well establishing a new ground 

in a pleasant area, and with plenty home games to fit in there are many 

opportunities for a visit by groundhoppers. 
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