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TT No.68: Mike Latham - Sat 2 April 2016: Hallmark Security Cheshire Football 

League Premier Division; Rylands 0-0 Congleton Vale; Attendance: 35 (h/c); No 

admission or programme. 

Rylands was once a famous name in the town of Warrington, renowned as being 

the centre of the wire industry. Warrington RL Club is still known universally as 

The Wire despite having the nomenclature Wolves for the last 20 years, the era of 

summer rugby league. 

Founded in 1805 Rylands Brothers had 1,700 employees by 1914 and specialised in 

iron and steel wire, wire netting and wire ropes of every description. By 1960 over 

2,000 people were employed but the company later became nationalised before 

the site was demolished in the early 1980s and is now occupied by a Sainsbury's 

supermarket. 

The Rylands Recreation Club is a survivor of that glorious era of industrial past and 

maintains a superb level of facilities for the local population.  

Located off Gorsey Lane in the Orford district of the town, now overlooked by the 

impressive Rylands retirement village to the north and a steeply banked railway 

track to the south, football is one of many sports provided on the site. 

The football pitch is typical of many in the Cheshire Football League, neatly 

enclosed by a white-painted post and rail fence with dug-outs. The teams change 

in the impressive pavilion and walk from there through the ornate gates that are 

dedicated to a former club stalwart, Fred Bibby. 

Two immaculately kept bowling greens are on one side of the pitch, behind the 

home dug-out and the terraced houses of Gorsey Lane form the backdrop along the 

far side. In the distance the cricket field looks in pristine condition as it awaits the 

start of another season. 

I was grateful once again to the modern marvel that is Twitter as an official of 

Rylands tweeted the game was definitely on and saved me a wasted journey on yet 

another wet Saturday when many games were postponed. 

Both sides were in the top six places of this highly competitive league, going into 

the game with the visitors still having some hopes of overhauling leaders 

Knutsford. 

They looked the more incisive side in the first half and had one particularly fast 

forward who caused no end of problems without an end result. 

A gentlemanly referees' assessor presided over a young official who I thought did 

really well to keep going what could have become a tense game. He had a good, 

non-confrontational manner and communicated effectively with the players. 



On the hour-mark the game could have exploded. A home player committed two 

red card offences in quick succession, a high and late tackle on the visitors' left 

back followed by a head butt on another opponent who intervened.  

After that the game petered out into a kind of nothingness. 

I couldn't help but think the splendid facilities of Rylands Recreation Club deserved 

better than this. 
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