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TT No.69: Steve Hardy - Sat 2nd April 2016; Northern Premier League. Premier 

Division; Salford City 5 Grantham Town 0. Admission £2 (concession).  Programme 

£1.50. Attendance 760. 

I arrived at Salford Sports Centre in torrential rain at 9.45am, convinced that 

neither of my planned games for today would go ahead. How wrong I was, as one 

of the grass pitches at the Sports Centre was deemed playable and despite sitting 

water in several places Roscoe Rovers played and beat Hewlett 5-0 in the 

Manchester Saturday morning league. After the game, with 3 hours to kill before 

the second match, I repaired to the library which is situated on the first floor of 

the Sports Centre to eat my lunch and try to find out if Salford City was still on. 

Sadly, I never did, as they didn’t update their twitter account at all, so as it was 

only a 10-minute walk up to their ground, I set off in yet more rain to find out.  

No problems at all said the gateman, so after looking through the excellent club 

shop I was able to wander round taking ground photos before the game started.  

It turned out to be a superb and well-deserved victory for ‘The Ammies’ over their 

visitors from Lincolnshire in front of a bumper crowd of 760, including a good, few, 

noisy, Gingerbread fans. Salford are looking at a play-off place and this victory will 

have gone a long way towards sealing one for them.  

The ground was full of character, but a bit basic I thought. Given that this is step 3 

football, I would have expected more facilities for spectators than there are at 

present, with the only seats in the stand reserved for officials, and only one small 

area of cover on the other side of the pitch, where the view is restricted by a TV 

gantry and the scaffolding holding it up. No terracing at all either, just grass banks 

with ‘keep off the banking’ signs everywhere. To put this in context, there was 

more terracing at my match in division 7 of the Birmingham & District league last 

week than there was here today.  

That said, I thoroughly enjoyed the visit, and thought the people running the club 

were very friendly and helpful. Well done also to them for charging just £2 to 

concessions like me. It costs more than that to watch youth football in my part of 

the Midlands! 
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