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TT No.19: Keith Aslan – Sat 24th December 2016; Stokenchurch v Henley Town 
Reserves; Hellenic Division 2 East; Kick-Off: 14.00; Result: 4-1; Admission: Free; 
Programme: £2; Attendance: 86 (12 home, 5 away & 69 neutral) 

It's December the 24th, a date everybody knows means one thing, yes, it's former 
Labour supremo Ed Milibands birthday. Am I the only one who has a chuckle when 
people say Jeremy Corbin is un-electable? You mean Ed was! Of less import, 
December 24th is also Christmas Eve, and when it falls on a Saturday, I usually 
have my work cut out finding my weekend football fix. I recall in the early 
seventies, with nothing else on at all, Wealdstone hastily arranged a Southern 
League Cup 2nd replay against Hillingdon Borough on Christmas Eve morning. They 
didn't issue for it which has left me with a permanent hatred for the club. Always 
remember a grudge is for life, not just Christmas. I like to think that losing their 
ground was Gods punishment for not even bothering to do a team sheet that 
morning. Christmas Eve 2016 produced just one match in the South East with 
Stokenchurch the place to be for me and 68 like-minded souls. Not usual issuers, 
the club was all geared up for the hurricane of hoppers and made a few ‘bob’ by 
producing a programme. Due to the holidays the adjacent village hall was 
unavailable to serve the refreshments otherwise the club would have made enough 
money to keep them going 'till the end of the season.  

Stokenchurch has a 60-minute bus service from High Wycombe Bus Station with the 
return, perfectly timed for football, on the hour. I was struck by how few people 
were travelling on Christmas Eve with particularly my train from the Thanet 
outback being far emptier than for a normal Saturday. Stokenchurch has 
everything you could want from a village, a chippie, a café and three pubs. A large 
group of us camped in the nearest inn to the ground which unusually was run by 
Gurkhas. A sociable gathering with everyone buying me Christmas drinks. (o.k. I 
made the last bit up). The manager/secretary/programme editor actually 
came around the pub selling the programmes. Now that's what I call service. 

As you would expect from this level the pitch has a rope and that's about it. 
Stokenchurch won the division last season but couldn't go up due to their (lack 
of) facilities. Floodlights, hard standing, covered seating, fixed rail. These are all 
things a village club with an average attendance in single figures really needs. 
Perish the thought that they should ever get promoted just because of their 
footballing ability. This season they are mid table with the visitors only off the 
bottom spot on goal difference. The 'church scored first with a sumptuous free 
kick, 1-1 at half time but the home side eased to victory in the second half. The 
match was a personal triumph for Steve Park, Stokenchurch's no. 9, who scored all 
their goals. 

Henley are nicknamed 'The Red Kites' and throughout the match a group of Red 
Kites circled overhead. Spooky. The official attendance and my headcount were 
both exactly the same. Even spookier. 
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