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TT No.23: Keith Aslan - Saturday 14th January 2017; Freeland v Hook Norton; 
Oxfordshire Senior Cup; Kick-Off: 13.30; Result: 1-2; Admission: Free; Programme: 
£1; Attendance: 103 (68 home, 27 away & 8 neutral) 

My first choice of match was postponed on Friday morning. As my train sped 
through the Dartford hinterland on its way to the metropolis, the conditions 
were ideal for football and I presume that the Fleetdown match was called off so 
early because if they'd left it any later there was a very real danger of the pitch 
being perfectly playable. More on dodgy postponements anon. 

Plan B was Freeland’s big day, an Oxfordshire senior cup tie with Hellenic Div. 1 
leaders Hook Norton. A day of firsts: first time the home club have reached the 
quarter final of the competition, first programme, and the first three figure crowd 
in living memory. Handborough is the railhead for this one, with a door to door 
hourly bus service. There is a bus museum adjacent to the station which I would 
have liked to visit had it been open. I chose to walk the two-and-a-bit miles to the 
ground because my doctor says walking is good for my knees. I'm not so sure. Didn't 
really have the chance to find out as half way along Handborough High Street 
(which goes on for ever) a fellow hopper stopped to give me a lift which was nice 
as usually they just wave to me as they speed past. The ground is in the centre of 
Freeland, opposite the only pub. in the village where I partook of a splendid steak 
dinner. Not cheap but well worth the money. Teas and coffees were available at 
the ground with accompanying free biscuits. Having quite a few programmes left 
over nobody could understand why someone didn't go around the crowd selling 
them, the club would have made a few ‘bob’. 

Freeland gave a good account of themselves, and although 2-0 down at the break, 
the second was from a highly dubious penalty. They pulled a goal back 10 minutes 
from time and the game then got a bit frisky with the Oxford Senior League team 
going for an equalizer and Hook Norton delaying the game at every opportunity. At 
the final whistle time-wasting had won the day, but Freeland can be well satisfied 
with their afternoon. 

Dodgy postponements part 2. North Leigh's ground is barely a mile from Freeland 

and their Southern League match with Yate was off due to a 'frozen pitch' Oh no it 

wasn't. There was a thin frost in the area early Friday morning which had 

disappeared by lunchtime and the temperature never went below +2 all night with 

Saturday morning checking in at a balmy 7 degrees. I assume this was another very 

early Friday morning call off. All a bit naughty really. 
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