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TT No.4: Keith Aslan – Sat 3rd September 2016; Milton Keynes Academy v Binfield; 

Hellenic League Cup; Kick-Off: 14.35; Result: 1-3; Admission: Free; Programme: 

£1; Attendance: 26 (17 home, 2 away & 7 neutral) 

Milton Keynes gets a lot of bad press so let’s redress the balance. I think the place 

is great and I've thoroughly enjoyed my many trips to Buckinghamshire’s second 

city. The architecture is pleasing to the eye, lots of green spaces with a village 

feel to the suburbs. It has an excellent integrated transport network, motorists 

and pedestrians are kept apart, and a roundabout led road layout means there are 

never any traffic jams. And, most importantly, it's got a large, 'Greggs'. What's not 

to like? Right, I've done my bit for the Milton Keynes Tourist Board, and such a 

being actually exists, so on with the game. 

The aforementioned transport system means that to reach the Academies 

Tattenhoe Pavilion base is easy with the number 8 bus running from outside the 

station every quarter of an hour to within a 6-minute walk of the ground, a walk 

that encompasses a rather nice pub. The set up here is very good with a large 

leisure type complex surrounded by sports fields. The actual ground is little way 

from the main buildings and separated from everywhere else on the site. It has a 

rural feel, surrounded on three sides by trees which provided protection from the 

precipitation that fell for most of the game. The ground is enclosed by a white 

wooden fence adding to the ambience of the location. Teas and coffees are 

available from a very enthusiastic lady, as well as a machine vending crisps, 

choccy etc. 

This is Milton Keynes Academies first season in senior football, although they have 

previously been operating an U21 side in the U.C.L. Playing a team from two 

divisions above them they celebrated the occasion by producing a programme, a 

full colour glossy effort done by the students. The secretary apologised that they 

had forgotten to put the team line ups in, but a worthy effort nonetheless. The 

difference in standard was not obvious with the students taking a deserved lead, 

early doors, an advantage they held up to the 35th minute. By the 38th minute 

they were 3-1 down and that was that. They had plenty of possession in the second 

half without ever really looking like reducing the deficit but they will have learnt a 

lot from this game. Binfield claimed they were going to play a load of youngsters in 

this game, but they didn't look very young to me! 

My Virgin train was only 23 minutes late arriving back in Euston. Result. 
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