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TT No.42: Keith Aslan – Saturday 18th March 2017; Jarvis Brook v Cowfold; 
Southern Combination (nee Sussex County) Division 2; Kick-Off: 14.03; Result: 1-0; 
Admission: Free; Programme: £2; Attendance: 38 (31 home, 0 away & 7 neutral). 

Name changes are generally pointless exercises by jobsworths with too much time 
on their hands. London Transport to Transport for London, what's that all about. 
Guards - Train Managers, Passengers - Customers, British Rail - Pile of Manure (o.k. 
I made the last one up). Football embraces the name change culture, with the 
appropriately monikered Kent League transforming into the Southern Counties 
East, although why the County is pluralized, I don't know seeing as all the clubs 
play in Kent. Today’s action was in the League formerly known as 'Sussex' and 
whoever came up with the idea of changing it to the Southern Combination needs 
to take a cold shower. 

Jarvis Brook is beautifully situated in the heart of the Southern Combination 
countryside, a 20-minute walk from Crowborough Station, although I was travelling 
cross country and got a half hourly bus from outside Tunbridge Wells station which 
stops marginally closer to the ground. Fully railed with a clubhouse dishing out 
burgers and bacon rolls over an hour before kick-off. Jarvis have applied for, but 
not yet received, planning permission for floodlights. I can't see any problem with 
the nearest house over half a mile from the ground. The programme is as good as 
you'll see at this level, 16 pages of glossy colour with loads of reading material. 
They are sponsored by the printers, which helps. 

Today the beautiful game was controlled by a matching referee with the 
magnificent Jessica Storrie adding an extra dimension to the match from a 
groundhoppers point of view. She even treated us to a proper drop ball. When was 
the last time you saw one of those? There should have been far more goals in this, 
tons of scoring opportunities with rubbish finishing mainly, but not exclusively, by 
the home side. Cowfold even contrived to miss a penalty. Jarvis Brook finally 
managed their 100th goal of the season on 90 minutes to keep up the heat on 
leaders Bosham. The goals in this division are somewhat skewed by Ferring. 
Cowfold are 4th from bottom but with a plus 24 goal difference. Ferring completed 
their fixtures last week with 28 defeats out of 28 and a goal difference of minus 
286.  But I salute them, they turned up for every game with a full complement of 
players, a credit to those running the club. I wish them well. 

Lovely club, lovely programme, lovely grub, lovely scenery, lovely referee. This is 

why I do what I do. 
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