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TT No.43: Brian Buck - Saturday 18th March 2017; St Albans Deaf v Northchurch 
Baptists; Hertfordshire & Borders Churches League Division 2; Venue: played at the 
Oxhey Playing Fields, The Pavillion, Green Lane, South Oxhey; Kick-Off: 10.30am; 
Result: 0-2; Attendance: 1.  
 
I was a tad late for the kick off here as I got stuck in a traffic jam on the A1, but 
on countback following the half time whistle I reckon that I missed about two 
minutes. More importantly I reached the pitch just in time to witness the opening 
goal, which came direct from a corner unless you count the deflection off a 
defender before the ball entered the net. Then it was time to take in the 
surrounds. A bloke taking his two dogs for a walk told me that these spacious 
playing fields used to be part of a golf course and the Pavilion, a pub, was 
probably the clubhouse. Meanwhile on the pitch the visiting captain was a hard 
taskmaster and he told his players “Don’t go for more than two minutes without 
creating a chance.” Try telling that to Mr. Wenger at present! But, in reality he 
was playing so wide up the pitch he was really divorced from the other players, 
who must have struggled to hear his comments, or even indeed see him! 
Meanwhile the ref was in apologetic mood, often telling the players that he hadn’t 
seen an incident or getting his decisions wrong if he had. Nice to see a ref actually 
admitting to a mistake though! Meanwhile the hosts were struggling to get into the 
match and their half time team talk was in sign language. Lots of arm waiving here 
then! In the second-half the hosts did a bit better, but often they were on the end 
of wrong decisions and at times their frustrations showed. I did have some 
sympathy for them at times. The game was eventually decided from the spot on 79 
minutes after a silly foul and so the Baptists ended up winning by about the right 
margin. They were a bunch of grafters, but in terms of ability, about the same as 
their hosts. 
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