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TT No.71: Keith Aslan – Monday 1st May 2017; SUNDERLAND WEST END v Redcar 
Athletic; Monkwearmouth Cup Final; Kick-Off: 12.59; Result: 1-2; Admission: £2; 
Programme: £1; Attendance: 234 (130 home, 70 away & 34 neutral) 

Another one o'clock Bank Holiday kick off meaning an early return home was not 
the first thought that went through my head when the alarm went off at 4.30am. 
To add to the fun Virgin Trains were their usual rubbishy selves, 32 minutes late 
back into Kings Cross due to privatization on the line. On my last visit to the north 
east the Newcastle Metro Station was undergoing a major refurbishment, and while 
it undoubtedly looks a bit better now, it's hardly the Sistine Chapel and it wasn't 
worth shutting it down most weekends for the best part of a year. Unsurprisingly 
Sunderland West End play in the west end of Sunderland, and the final stop on the 
Metro, South Hylton, is a ten-minute walk away from the ground. They play in the 
same colours as Sunderland, but it's easy to distinguish between the two, this lot 
tend to win a few games. They were only formed in 2006 with many of the 
founders still with the club. In their first season, they were runners up in 
something called the 'Wearmouth and Hylton Aged Peoples Trophy' Now that 
sounds like my kind of competition. A rather barren location but excellent food 
available with northern delicacy pie and mushy peas being the signature dish. 

I was supporting the home side as their mascot was called Chelsea but they were 
never going to win this one. All the goals in the first half, Redcar missed a hatful of 
chances to finish the game off in the second which left their manager audibly 
displeased. My abiding memory of this game was not the football but the freezing 
wind. I haven't been so cold at a football match for years, and while with this 
hobby hypothermia is an accepted risk during the winter, it would have been 
nice if the weather gods had been a bit kinder in May. Still I suppose this is the 
north of England so what can you expect. 

The Monwearmouth Cup is one of the oldest in the country first competed for in 
1889 and along with the Shipowner’s Cup are the two major knockout competitions 
on Wearside. I have been to a few finals of both and they have been good days out 
with the games always played at the home ground of one of the finalists. The 
Shipowner’s Final will be at Richmond Town (bus from outside Darlington Station if 
you fancy it) on 27th May so just time to squeeze it in before the pre-season 
friendlies start! 
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