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TT No.104: Steve Hardy – Saturday 17th March 2018; The Academy v RYM; 

Merseyside Christian League Division 2; Kick-Off: 10.30am; Result: 1-1; Admission: 

Free; Programme: No; Attendance: 5 (h/c) 

With the rest of the country gripped by Snow-mageddon, a trip to snow-free 

Liverpool turned out to be a very sensible decision. 

Match one, was in the Merseyside Christian League, and was a revisit to the Anfield 

Sports & Social Club. The ASSC is the home to Lower Breck FC, who play on a 3G 

pitch in a cage right in front of the dressing room complex. LB have applied to join 

the expanding North West Counties league for next season, and, plans for a small 

stand within the cage to comply with NWCL rules are already in train. 

Beyond the 3G pitch, are four grass pitches, and my match today took place on 

pitch 2, which is to the right of the 3G cage looking from the dressing rooms. The 

featured game was 2nd bottom of the bottom division, The Academy, playing 

bottom club RYM FC. On a very boggy pitch, both teams played some excellent 

football and the rest of the division must be of a pretty high standard if these are 

the bottom two clubs. 

In a biting wind which produced a chill factor of -6, I kept walking around the pitch 

in a vain attempt to keep warm. 0-0 at half time, and it began to look as if my long 

run without a goalless draw was coming to an end. Luckily the elements intervened 

and an over-hit cross from the right by an Academy player, changed direction 

several times in the swirling wind, before sailing over the keeper’s head and into 

the far corner, on the hour mark. RYM, who haven’t won a single game yet this 

season, kept going though, and were rewarded with a deserved equaliser near the 

end. By this time, I was frozen solid and it was a struggle to hurry up Lower Breck 

Road after the game for bus 14 to my second game. 
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